
Questions You Have About The Metamorphosis 

 What is important about his boss and the man that came to visit (manager)? The Samsa family is in debt to 
Gregor’s boss; that is why Gregor “works so hard”.  When the manager comes, the reader gets a contradictory 
story about Gregor’s work habits (he may have stolen the previous day’s receipts? He hasn’t been selling as 
much as he could). However, we know Gregor always goes to work because he has never missed a day (that is 
what prompted the Manager to arrive at the house to check on Gregor). The manager also sees Gregor in his 
“monstrous vermin” state and is “twitching in repulsion”.  This helps to characterize Gregor.  

 What was the purpose of people rooming at their house?  The Samsa family wanted to earn more income, so 
these people paid to live in their home.  By doing this, Gregor’s father could go back to his life of lazing around 
and doing nothing that he once enjoyed when Gregor provided for the family.   

 Where did their money go, why did they run out if three people have jobs?  The reader finds out that they could 
live for two years on the interest of the savings that Gregor had provided for the family.  The family was no 
longer in debt, as Gregor once believed, in fact, they probably hoarded their money.  And remember, at the 
beginning of the story, Gregor was the family’s breadwinner.  

 Why did they give up on Gregor rather than try to “turn him back”? The family seemed to be tired of him.   
Think back to his sister’s tangent p.48-49 “I will not pronounce the name of my brother in front of this 
monster and so all I say is: we have to try to get rid of it.  We’ve don’t everything humanly possible to take 
care of it and to put up with it; I don’t think anyone can blame us in the least... It will be the death of you two, 
I’m sure of it… I can’t stand it anymore, either.”  

 Could he have changed back? It doesn’t really matter if he could or her couldn’t.   
 Why didn’t Gregor leave if he felt so lonely? Gregor feels an obligation to his family.  In his dying scene, he has 

fond remembrances.  “He thought back on his family with deep emotion and love” (Kafka 51).  Throughout the 
whole thing, he loved his family.  He feels as though he has to die for his family to go back to living.  This is 
because he cares about them.  Can we see this as a religious allegory? – See next questions.   

 Is the apple symbolic for something? The apple is symbolic of the Garden of Eden and original sin.  Gregor is 
metaphorically AND physically carrying the sins of his family on his back.  Could Gregor be a potential Christ 
figure? 

 Could he just not move because of the apples or because he was depressed?  The apples caused infection, and 
remember, all of part three he is a monstrous vermin with an apple chunk stuck in his back. However, it is a 
combination of sickness, isolation, and the love he has for his family (and the fact that they want him to 
disappear) that attributes to his ultimate demise.   

 Why did they dad hate Gregor so much?  This could have come from Kafka’s own issues with his father (he 
thought his father hated him).  Also, this could come from a psychoanalytical Oedipus complex. Gregor is the one 
who provides for the family, therefore causing subconscious jealousy on the part of the father (despite the fact 
that he prefers when Gregor works so that he doesn’t have to.   

 How long is Gregor a bug? – Three months (many threes throughout the story – how many can you find?)  
 Why does he turn into a bug? Is it a metaphor for his disheveled appearance? This is the way that Gregor 

views himself.  A roach.  Psychoanalytically, roaches represent a need for cleansing.  Also, think to yourself – if 
something is “bugging” you, what does that mean? 

 If he was a person, thinking he was bug, did he still die the way he did?  Was his corpse left like it was?  They 
don’t really describe how he dies, or what becomes of it.  We just know that the cleaning lady “takes care of it.”  
This leaves it open to interpretation:  What does this mean if Gregor truly is a bug?  Or worse, a human? 

 Why did the Author write this?  This is a hard question to answer.  The story can be read through many lenses 
(which we’ll talk about in the upcoming weeks). Some people think that is has an autobiographical and historical 
context – Kafka felt alienated (and remember it was 1912, he was Jewish, he was a German living in Prague). It 



could be Kafka expressing his own feelings of isolation and inferiority.   He also had an intense relationship with 
his father.  This novella is sometimes seen as an allegory for the Holocaust and Genocide.    At the time this was 
written, Kafka was reading the philosophical and psychological works of Freud, Nietzsche, and Marx (all of which 
can be read as lenses of literary criticism for this text).  

 What is the theme of the book?  Kafka comments on Transformation, Morality, Familial Obligations, Identity,  
Social Class, and Isolation among other thematic topics, but what he has to say about these things, I’ll leave up 
to you!  

 How does the death of Gregor and his family celebrating afterwards, reflect Kafka’s life?  This is a 
semiautobiographical text, but we do not know how the Kafka family reacted to Franz Kafka’s death, nor would 
he at the time that he wrote this (or ever)!  

 What changed in Grete that she no longer felt the same way about her own brother?  Grete was fed up, 
acting selfish – this selfishness is seen throughout the family.   

 Where did the boarders go? They are kicked out by Mr. Samsa.  They saw Gregor and refused to pay rent.  This 
causes Mr. Samsa to get rid of them.   

 Did Gregor’s family ever love him in the first place, or were they secretly wishing something like that would 
happen?  Gregor loved his family, his sister loved him for the most part, but his parents used him to provide for 
them.  Additionally, Gregor felt this need to support his family (he gave up on the idea of relationships because 
he knew he had to work hard to support his family and pay off their debt).  His family says at the end that 
they only lived in the house because Gregor wanted them to.  Gregor is seen as the patriarch at the beginning 
of the novella, but throughout the story, Mr. Samsa reclaims his top spot.  

 Why does it end with the daughter and how she needs a husband soon?  Rhetorically, this is seen as a dramatic 
understatement. At the end, the reader doesn’t even know how  the body is “disposed of” – Gregor just 
disappears.  The novella is called The Metamorphosis and it is not just because Gregor turns into a bug.  Each 
member of the Samsa family realizes that they are in a pretty good place in life as they are sitting in the tram 
car.  Gregor took care of them for so long, it took Gregor’s metamorphosis into the monstrous vermin for them 
to get out a do the things they needed and/or wanted to do.  Showing that Grete has transformed into a 
young woman completes the cycle and shows that change is not just meant for Gregor.  And according to 
Shmoop.com “With Gregor gone, the ordinary course of things has been restored in all of its banality, which 
might actually be more terrifying in its absolute boringness than the enormity of Gregor’s vermin form.” – How 
is that for an outlook on life?  The bug is gone and so we’ll just continue on in our hum drum lives.  

 THE BIG QUESTION: Was Gregor really a bug? – This is one of the main questions of the novel.  You can look at 
it through many lenses – think of the “isms” we talked about in class.  Is this a dream?  You can see elements 
of the sleep cycles through the three parts.  What does it mean if it is a dream?  Is it 
Psychoanalytical/Freudian?  What does that mean for Gregor then?  Surrealism?  Expressionism? 

 Additonal Note:  Think of the end of the novel, we see the cycle about to start again with Grete.  She is the 
new Gregor.  She even has the same job.  The whole novel, the parents are referred to as Gregor’s father and 
Gregor’s Mother, but then we see the scene where they are in their wedding bed, they are referred to as Mr. 
and Mrs. Samsa.  There is a detachement from Gregor.  Will they become Grete’s father and Grete’s mother?   

 

 
 
 


