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Nearly every story has a hero, but some are a better off by the end of the story than others. In this 

video, we learn what is so tragic about the hero in a tragedy. 
 

Tragedy in Drama 

Almost every play is an attempt to bring __________________ to 

___________________, to solve a problem. 

The way the problem or conflict is solved can determine whether a piece is a 

___________________ or a _________________________. 

Tragedies typically end __________________ for the main character. 

 

Tragedy: Origins and Definition 

A tragedy is a type of drama where the characters go through ________________________.  

In the simplest terms, Aristotle defined tragedy as a form of drama whose plot is centered 

_____________________________________  for the purpose of evoking feelings of 

________________________________  in the audience.  

This feeling, which Aristotle called ____________________________, helps the audience 

move beyond the feelings of pity and fear to find ___________________ by the end of the play.  

 

Characteristics of Tragedy 

But a tragedy is more than just a play about __________________.  

Aristotle explains that the plot in a tragedy is more than just the story itself; it is the arrangement of the 

________________________, or chain reaction of 

_________________________ events, that happen in the story.  

The__________________ is the most important piece of the tragedy and, according to Aristotle, 

should be whole, with a beginning, middle and end. 

 But, he also believed that the plot must have unity of action, where all of the events are dependent on 

________________________and lead to _____________________. Because 

they are all tied together, and usually to the same person, this 

creates______________________.  

 



This plot is slightly different than what we see in a standard plot diagram.  

 We start with the incentive moment, or the moment that 

______________________________ 

 The reversal  is a reversal of ______________________________________.  

 The climax, as in a standard plot, is the 

___________________________________.  

 Recognition is when the character makes an _________________ and gains 

______________.  

 The catastrophe marks the hero's ______________, which sometimes includes his 

_________.  

 The resolution only comes when the other characters can 

___________________________ of the hero, but see 

the__________________  that has come with his passing.  

 

The tragic hero is the focus of the tragedy and holds special characteristics of his own. Aristotle believed the 

tragic heroes all possessed similar qualities, an idea that is still taught in literature courses today. And, while 

there are variants and debates surrounding specific characters in tragedies, the tragic hero is usually a man 

with the following characteristics:  

 

1. He comes from a ______________________________; he is likely a noble or even 

a king.  

2. While he's a great guy, he's not perfect. The tragic flaw, or the 

______________________________, leads to his ________________. 

Even though the gods, or some other supernatural force, have set his fate, the hero makes a choice that 

results in his own suffering.  

3. Even though the hero suffers, in the end, he learns ________________________ and 

his place in the world. Unfortunately, he sometimes dies after his discovery and the play ends, leaving 

the audience reflective on the significance of the hero's life.  

 

Changes to Tragedy over Time 

The tragic hero fuels the plot of the tragedy, and that image of the hero has changed over time. Like the origin 

of many aspects of drama, the creation of the tragedy is debatable. According to most sources, the 

___________________________  are attributed as the founders of tragedy in drama.  

The first tragedies, which were often based on ________________, with the intermingling of gods 

and humans, are attributed to the Greeks. 

By the time of the English Renaissance, the tragedy had become more ____________________. 

While the Greek tragedies did not always end with the death of the hero, the tragedies of the Renaissance 

usually found the hero dead. Additionally, the hero was not always ________________. Take 

Shakespeare's Macbeth, for example. Macbeth becomes a sort of _________________ by the end 

of the story, and though he does learn something about himself by the end of the play, he is also responsible for 

_______________________________, including the king and his wife.  



Author Study:  
 William Shakespeare 

 

1.  “I Could a Tale Unfold” – p. 314 

 Main Idea: 

___________________________________________________ 

 Interesting Fact: 

___________________________________________________ 

 

 

                 “This Realm, This England” – p. 315 

 Main Idea: 

___________________________________________________ 

 Interesting Fact: 

___________________________________________________ 

 

 

                 “Literary Contributions” – p. 315 

 Main Idea: 

___________________________________________________ 

 Interesting Fact: 

___________________________________________________ 

 

2. “All the World’s a Stage” – p. 316 

 Main Idea: 

___________________________________________________ 

 Interesting Fact: 

___________________________________________________ 

                

            “Our Revels are Now Ended” – p.316 

 Main Idea: 

___________________________________________________ 

 Interesting 

Fact:________________________________________________ 

 

 



3.  “To Be or Not to Be Shakespeare” - p. 317 

 ___________________________________________________

Interesting Fact: 

___________________________________________________ 

 

        “From the Courtyard to the Globe” – p. 318 

 Main Idea: 

___________________________________________________ 

 Interesting Fact: 

________________________________________________ 

 

      “Elizabethan Staging” – p. 318 

 Main Idea: 

___________________________________________________ 

 Interesting Fact: 

_______________________________________________ 

 

4.  “The Wooden O” – p. 319 

 Main Idea: 

___________________________________________________ 

 Interesting Fact: 

___________________________________________________ 

 

      “Elizabethan Actors” – p. 319 

 Main Idea: 

___________________________________________________ 

 Interesting Fact: 

___________________________________________________ 

 

5.  “The Fate of the Globe” – p. 319 

 Main Idea: 

___________________________________________________ 

 Interesting Fact: 

___________________________________________________ 

 

       “The Rebirth of the Globe” – p. 320 

 Main Idea: 

___________________________________________________ 

 Interesting Fact: 

___________________________________________________ 

 

 



 


