ROMEO AND JULIET 
WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE 
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ACT 1
ABRAHAM: DO YOU BITE YOUR THUMB AT US, SIR?
SAMPSON: I DO BITE MY THUMB, SIR.
ABRAHAM: DO YOU BITE YOUR THUMB AT US, SIR?
SAMPSON, ASIDE TO GREGORY:  IS THE LAW OF OUR SIDE, IF I SAY "AY"?
GREGORY, ASIDE TO SAMPSON: NO.
SAMPSON: NO, SIR, I DO NOT BITE MY THUMB AT YOU, SIR, BUT I BITE MY THUMB, SIR. (1.1.45-52)
NAME: _____________________
TEACHER: AUBREY        PD: 4
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(SCENE 1) IMPORTANT EVENTS:
· TYBALT AND BENVOLIO QUARREL IN THE STREET.
· PRINCE ESCALUS DECLARES DEATH TO ANYONE WHO DISRUPTS THE PEACE AGAIN.
· THE MONTAGUES AND BENVOLIO LEARN OF ROMEO’S DISTANT BEHAVIOR.
· ROMEO IS CHARACTERIZED AS HE REVEALS THAT HE IS HOPELESSLY IN LOVE WITH ROSALINE.

THINKING LIKE A NEWS REPORTER
[image: MP900401787[1]]
DIRECTIONS:  TO ORGANIZE THEIR DATA, NEWS REPORTERS FIRST THINK IN TERMS OF SIX BASIC QUESTIONS.  WHO WAS OR WERE INVOLVED?  WHAT HAPPENED?  WHERE AND WHEN DID IT HAPPEN?  WHY AND HOW DID IT HAPPEN?  USE THE CHART BELOW TO RECORD INFORMATION ABOUT THE STREET FIGHT AT THE BEGINNING OF ROMEO AND JULIET.

  BASIC QUESTION	 				INFORMATION
	
WHO?

	




	
WHAT?

	




	
WHERE?

	




	
WHEN?

	




	
WHY?

	




	
HOW?

	





POOR ROMEO!
[image: MC900440655[1]]
DIRECTIONS:  THE LAST PART OF ACT I, SCENE 1, INTRODUCES ROMEO.  USE THE GRAPHIC ORGANIZER TO ANALYZE SHAKESPEARE’S INITIAL PORTRAYAL OF ONE OF THE PLAY’S MAIN CHARACTERS.  INCLUDE INSIGHTS BASED ON ROMEO’S WORDS AND BEHAVIOR, AND GIVE SUPPORTING EVIDENCE FROM THE PLAY.

Romeo’s Character:



























(SCENE 2) IMPORTANT EVENTS:
1.

2.

3.


(SCENE 2) FOR DISCUSSION:
1. HOW DOES LORD CAPULET FEEL ABOUT THE FEUD AT THIS TIME OF HIS LIFE?  WHAT MAKES YOU THINK THIS?



2. WHY HAS PARIS COME TO SEE LORD CAPULET?



3. HOW OLD IS JULIET?



4. WHAT IS CAPULET’S REPLY TO PARIS WHEN PARIS ASKS TO MARRY JULIET?




5. WHY DOES BENVOLIO WANT ROMEO TO ATTEND CAPULET’S PARTY?  WHY DOES ROMEO AGREE TO GO?




(SCENE 3) IMPORTANT EVENTS
1.

2.

3.


(SCENE 3) FOR DISCUSSION:
6. WHAT PURPOSE DO NURSE’S RAMBLINGS ABOUT JULIET SERVE?



7. HOW DOES JULIET FEEL ABOUT GETTING MARRIED?  HOW DO YOU KNOW?



8. WOULD IT BE A COMPLIMENT TO BE CALLED “A MAN OF WAX”?
(SCENE 4) IMPORTANT EVENTS:
1.

2.

3.


(SCENE 4) FOR DISCUSSION:

9. FIND A LINE THAT DESCRIBES ROMEO’S MOOD AS HE AND HIS FRIENDS GO TO THE PARTY.  WHAT DEVICE WAS SHAKESPEARE USING WHEN HE COMPARED “SOLE” AND “SOUL”? 
“YOU’RE WEARING DANCING SHOES WITH NIMBLE SOLES. MY SOUL IS MADE OUT OF LEAD, AND IT’S SO HEAVY IT KEEPS ME STUCK ON THE GROUND SO I CAN’T MOVE” (SHAKESPEARE 1.4.14-16). 




10. ACCORDING TO MERCUTIO, WHO OR WHAT IS QUEEN MAB, AND WHAT DOES SHE OR IT DO?




11. WHAT DOES MERCUTIO THINK OF DREAMS?  DO YOU AGREE?




12. “I’M WORRIED WE’LL GET THERE TOO EARLY. I HAVE A FEELING THIS PARTY TONIGHT WILL BE THE START OF SOMETHING BAD, SOMETHING THAT WILL END WITH MY OWN DEATH. BUT WHOEVER’S IN CHARGE OF WHERE MY LIFE’S GOING CAN STEER ME WHEREVER THEY WANT. ONWARD, LOVER BOYS!” (SHAKESPEARE 1.4.106-113). WHAT TECHNIQUE IS BEING USED HERE?  PARAPHRASE THE SPEECH.




13. FROM ROMEO’S SPEECH, DO YOU THINK THE ELIZABETHANS BELIEVED PEOPLE HAD CONTROL OVER THEIR LIVES OR THAT FATE HAD THINGS ALL PLANNED OUT?  HOW DO YOU KNOW?




(SCENE 5) IMPORTANT EVENTS
1.

2.

3.


(SCENE 5) FOR DISCUSSION:
14. WHAT LINES INDICATE THAT ROMEO WAS NOT REALLY IN LOVE WITH ROSALINE?




15. TYBALT’S ANGER AT THE PRESENCE OF A MONTAGUE BEARS OUT THE HOT-TEMPERED NATURE OF HIS CHARACTER.  GIVE THE LINE THAT REVEALS WHAT ACTION HE WOULD LIKE TO TAKE.





16. WHAT DOES LORD CAPULET’S ACCEPTANCE OF ROMEO’S PRESENCE TELL YOU ABOUT HIM? WHAT KIND OF REPUTATION DOES ROMEO HAVE?




17. EXPLAIN THESE LINES IN YOUR OWN WORDS:  “GO ASK HIS NAME.  IF HE BE MARRIED,/MY GRAVE IS LIKE TO BE MY MARRIAGE BED”(SHAKESPEARE 1.5.134-135). 





18. WHAT PROBLEMS DO YOU THINK ARE AHEAD FOR ROMEO AND JULIET?



OTHER NOTES/CLASS DISCUSSION: 




[bookmark: _GoBack]ROMEO AND JULIET – ACT I REVIEW

1. WHAT DOES THE FIRST SCENE OF THE PLAY REVEAL ABOUT ROMEO’S BEHAVIOR?  EXPLAIN HOW HE CHANGES BY THE END OF ACT I.
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. WHAT IS YOUR IMPRESSION OF JULIET’S FATHER?  DESCRIBE THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN CAPULET AND HIS DAUGHTER AS IT IS SHOWN DURING SCENE 2. 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. WHAT CONCEPTS OF LOVE ARE PRESENTED BY THE FEMALE CHARACTERS IN SCENE 3?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. CHARACTERIZE MERCUTIO AS HE APPEARS IN SCENE 4.  WHAT KIND OF FRIEND IS HE TO ROMEO?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5. WHAT DO YOU LEARN ABOUT TYBALT IN SCENE 5?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

6. ANALYZE THE BEHAVIOR OF TYBALT, MERCUTIO, AND BENVOLIO IN ACT I.  BASED ON YOUR ANALYSIS, PREDICT WHAT THEIR ROLES MIGHT BE IN THE REST OF THE PLAY.
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

7. COMPARE ROMEO’S REACTION TO JULIET’S WHEN EACH DISCOVERS THE TRUE IDENTITY OF THE OTHER.
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________



ACT I REVIEW
LITERARY ELEMENTS

1. A FOIL IS A CHARACTER IN LITERATURE WHO HAS QUALITIES THAT ARE IN SHARP CONTRAST TO ANOTHER CHARACTER, THUS EMPHASIZING THE QUALITIES OF EACH.  HOW IS MERCUTIO A FOIL TO ROMEO?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. FORESHADOWING REFERS TO HINTS IN THE TEXT ABOUT WHAT WILL OCCUR LATER.  WHAT EXAMPLES OF FORESHADOWING DO YOU FIND IN THE PROLOGUE AND IN SCENE 4 OF ACT I?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. HYPERBOLE MEANS OBVIOUS EXAGGERATION.  LOOK AT ROMEO’S DECLARATION OF LOVE FOR ROSALINE IN ACT I, SCENE 1.  WHAT EXAMPLES CAN YOU FIND OF HYPERBOLE? WHY DO YOU THINK HE OVERSTATES HIS FEELINGS?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


4. GOOD DRAMA HAS CONFLICT:  STRUGGLE BETWEEN OPPOSING FORCES.  WHAT CONFLICTS ARE SET IN MOTION BY EVENTS IN SCENE 5?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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To construct a Shakespearean insult, combine one word from each of the
three columns below and preface it with A0t

Jurni™ [ Columna [ Golumna
artless base-court apple-john
bawdy bat-fowling baggage

beslubbering beef-witted barnade
bootless beetle-headed bladder
churlish boil-brained boar-pig
cockered dapper-dawed bugbear
douted day-brained bum-bailey
craven common-kissing | canker-blossom
currish crook-pated dack-dish
dankish dismal-dreaming dotpole
paunchy ill-breeding lout
pribbling ill-nurtured maggot-pie
puking knotty-pated malt-worm
puny milk-livered mammet
qualling motley-minded measle
rank onion-eyed minnow
reeky plume-plucked miscreant
spongy rude-growing pignut
surly rump-fed puttock
tottering shard-borne pumpion
unmuzzled sheep-biting ratsbane
vain spur-galled scut
venomed swag-bellied skainsmate
villainous tardy-gaited strumpet
warped tickle-brained varlet
wayward toad-spotted vassal
weedy unchin-snouted whey-face
yeasty weather-bitten wagtail

7

st

S g




image3.jpeg




image4.wmf

