Romeo and Juliet 

William Shakespeare 


Act 2

These violent delights have violent ends... Therefore love moderately. Long love doth so. Too swift arrives as tardy too slow.” – Friar Lawrence
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Romeo and Juliet
Act II

“O Romeo, Romeo!  Wherefore art thou Romeo?”

True or False

1. _______ Boys suffer over unrequited love as much as girls do.

REASONING:

2. _______ True love is worth the sacrifice of family and friends.

REASONING:

3. _______ Long engagements are better than short ones.

REASONING:

Before You Read:
· Watch for subtle changes in Romeo’s behavior.  How does he develop during Act II?

· Early in Act II, Romeo risks discovery and death by entering the Capulet’s orchard in hopes of seeing Juliet.  What are some up-to-date examples of “throwing caution to the wind” for love?

· The famous balcony scene takes place during Act II (Scene 2).  It is traditionally staged with Juliet on a balcony outside her chamber, but was written with Juliet speaking from an upper chamber window – there was no balcony on the stage of Shakespeare’s theater.

(Scene 1) Important Events:

The Balcony Scene
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Directions:  Act II, Scene 2 presents one of the most famous scenes in Romeo and Juliet.  Notice that it easily divides into four sections.  Use the following questions to analyze the rapid development of Romeo and Juliet’s courtship.

Phase 1:  The beginning of the scene up to the point that Romeo says, “I take thee at thy word!”
1. The scene begins with Romeo’s first long soliloquy.  What is he doing?

2. What does Juliet mean when she asks, “Wherefore art thou Romeo?”

3. What does Juliet reveal about herself?  Explain the dramatic irony in the scene.

4. Should Romeo have made his presence known earlier?  Why didn’t he?

Phase 2:  From Romeo making his presence known to the nurse’s first call

5. Why is Juliet embarrassed?

6. Why is Juliet also worried?

7. Romeo tends to get carried away by his own poetic comments.  How does Juliet react?

8. Why is Juliet doubtful about this meeting with Romeo?

Phase 3:  From the nurse’s call to Juliet’s “A thousand times good night!”

9. Who first brings up the idea of getting married?  Why?

10. Why doesn’t the conversation get very far?

Phase 4:  The rest of the scene

11. What concrete plans do Romeo and Juliet make?

12.  What does Juliet mean in her metaphor about a little bird?
(Scene 3) For Discussion:

1. What does Friar Lawrence mean in his opening soliloquy?

“Now, before the sun comes up and burns away the dew, I have to fill this basket of mine with poisonous weeds and medicinal flowers. The Earth is nature’s mother and also nature’s tomb. Plants are born out of the Earth, and they are buried in the Earth when they die. From the Earth’s womb, many different sorts of plants and animals come forth, and the Earth provides her children with many excellent forms of nourishment. Everything nature creates has some special property, and each one is different. Herbs, plants, and stones possess great power. There is nothing on Earth that is so evil that it does not provide the earth with some special quality. And there is nothing that does not turn bad if it’s put to the wrong use and abused. Virtue turns to vice if it’s misused. Vice sometimes becomes virtue through the right activity” (Shakespeare 2.3.5-22).
2. Why does Friar Lawrence think Romeo has “sinned”?

3. Explain what Friar Lawrence meant by, “Young men’s love then lies/ Not truly in their hearts but in their eyes.”  Do you agree?
4. Why did Friar Lawrence agree to marry Romeo and Juliet?  Cite the lines that tell you.

5. Friar Lawrence says, “Wisely and slow. They stumble that run fast (Shakespeare 2.3.94).  Does Romeo seem likely to take his friend’s advice?

(Scene 4) Important Events

· Tybalt has sent a letter challenging Romeo to a duel, and Mercutio tells Benvolio of his concern over Tybalt’s reputation as a skilled swordsman.

· Romeo joins them, and the three enjoy exchanging witticisms.  Nurse finds Romeo, and plans for the marriage are completed.

(Scene 4) For Discussion:
6. How do you know that Tybalt is still angry?

7. Romeo does not tell his friends about Juliet.  What does this silence reveal about him?

8. What instructions does Romeo give Nurse? Can Nurse be trusted not to tell Juliet’s parents?  Do you think she should tell them?

(Scene 5) Important Events:

· Juliet waits impatiently for Nurse to bring news from Romeo.  

· Juliet leaves for Friar Lawrence’s cell after hearing the message from Nurse.

(Scene 5) For Discussion:

9. Why is Juliet worried and frustrated at the beginning of the scene?

10. When Nurse arrives, how does she act? How does Nurse seem to feel about the marriage?

(Scene 6) Important Events

· Romeo and Juliet are married by Friar Lawrence.

· The Friar cautions Romeo that “violent delights have violent ends,” but the only thing that matters to Romeo is to be with Juliet.

· She arrives, and the wedding proceeds.

(Scene 6) For Discussion:
11. What MOOD do you get from the following lines: “These sudden joys have sudden endings. They burn up in victory like fire and gunpowder. When they meet, as in a kiss, they explode” (Shakespeare 2.6.9-11). 
12. What advice does the Friar give Romeo about love?  Cite the lines.

13. How soon after meeting one another have Romeo and Juliet married?

14. What do you think would have happened if Friar Lawrence had told Lord Capulet as soon as he learned that Romeo wanted to marry Juliet?

Act II Review

Literary Elements

1. A metaphor is a direct comparison of unlike things.  Find an example of a metaphor in Scene 2.  What emotions and attitudes do they help the young lovers express?
2. Imagery refers to language that appeals to the five senses (sight, hearing, taste, touch, and smell) and adds emotion and power to the writing.  To see how imagery is used in the play, find and list the images of light, dark, and fire in Scene 2.  What is their dramatic purpose?
3. Shakespeare allows his characters to reveal their innermost thoughts and feelings to the audience through speeches called soliloquies.  Find soliloquies by Romeo, Juliet, and Friar Laurence in Act II.  What purpose do they serve?
4. Act II, Scene 4 contains a pun “free-for-all” among Romeo, Mercutio, and Benvolio.  The three engage in a furious war of wits, with many plays on words.  Find a pun in this scene and consider its double meaning.  Why do you think Shakespeare used this form so freely in this particular scene?
Act II Quotes

1. “Good night, good night! Parting is such sweet sorrow/ That I shall say good night till it be morrow.”

Speaker: ___________________________________

Meaning:______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. “Lord, how my head aches! What a head have I!
It beats as it would fall in twenty pieces.
My back a t'other side--ah, my back, my back!”

Speaker: ___________________________________

Meaning:______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. “O blessed, blessed night! I am afeard,
Being in night, all this is but a dream,
Too flattering-sweet to be substantial.”

Speaker: ___________________________________

Meaning:______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. “What's in a name? That which we call a rose
By any other name would smell as sweet.
So Romeo would, were he not Romeo called,
Retain that dear perfection which he owes
Without that title. . . .”

Speaker: ___________________________________

Meaning:______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
5. “If that thy bent of love be honorable,
Thy purpose marriage, send me word tomorrow,
By one I'll procure to come to thee,
Where and what time thou wilt perform the rite;
And all my fortunes at thy foot I'll lay
And follow thee my lord throughout the world.”

Speaker: ___________________________________

Meaning:______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

6. “Therefore love moderately: long love doth so;
Too swift arrives as tardy as too slow.
It is too rash, too unadvised, too sudden;
Too like the lightning, which doth cease to be
Ere one can say it lightens. Sweet, good night!”

Speaker: ___________________________________

Meaning:______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

7. “O Romeo, Romeo! Wherefore art thou Romeo?
Deny thy father and refuse thy name;
Or, if thou wilt not, be but sworn my love,
And I'll no longer be a Capulet.”

Speaker: ___________________________________

Meaning:______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Be sure you know the following terms: 

· Simile


· Metaphor

· Hyperbole

· Allusion

· Alliteration

· Personification
· Repetition



· Pun




· Foreshadowing
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