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Admissions Office: Group Activity

You and a small group of “admissions officers” are on a committee evaluating college application essays. The essay writers have applied for admission to your college or university. As a group, use the rubric to evaluate the essays and decide which students to admit. Assume that each student has a similarly strong profile in terms of grades, test scores, activities and recommendations. Each group or “college” can admit two students based upon their essays.

1. If you want to think of a name for your group’s “college,” you can, but don’t waste time.

2. Read the essays and complete a rubric for each essay.

3. Select the top two essays from your group.

4. For both of the top two essays, answer the questions below.

5. Select one or more “committee” members to describe the topic and focus of the group’s top essays to the class, explain what they liked about them, and deliver their admissions decision.

Best Essay

Title __________________________________________________________________

Author _________________________________________________________________

What makes this essay unique and interesting and/or how does it grab your attention?

What does this essay communicate about the student?

What was the most vivid or detailed part of the essay that stood out to you?

What made this a strong piece of writing? Do not focus on the topic, but rather how the student wrote about the topic. Give three specific things the writer did well.

Second Best Essay

Title __________________________________________________________________

Author _________________________________________________________________

What makes this essay unique and interesting and/or how does it grab your attention?

What does this essay communicate about the student?

What was the most vivid or detailed part of the essay that stood out to you?

What made this a strong piece of writing? Do not focus on the topic, but rather how the student wrote about the topic. Give three specific things the writer did well.

