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Romeo and Juliet – Act II, Scene 2

The Balcony Scene
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Directions:  Act II, Scene 2 presents one of the most famous scenes in Romeo and Juliet.  Notice that it easily divides into four sections.  Use the following questions to analyze the rapid development of Romeo and Juliet’s courtship.

Phase 1:  The beginning of the scene up to the point that Romeo says, “I take thee at thy word!”
1. The scene begins with Romeo’s first long soliloquy.  What is he doing?

2. What does Juliet mean when she asks, “Wherefore art thou Romeo?”

3. What does Juliet reveal about herself?  Explain the dramatic irony in the scene.

4. Should Romeo have made his presence known earlier?  Why didn’t he?

Phase 2:  From Romeo making his presence known to the nurse’s first call

5. Why is Juliet embarrassed?

6. Why is Juliet also worried?

7. Romeo tends to get carried away by his own poetic comments.  How does Juliet react?

8. Why is Juliet doubtful about this meeting with Romeo?

Phase 3:  From the nurse’s call to Juliet’s “A thousand times good night!”

9. Who first brings up the idea of getting married?  Why?

10. Why doesn’t the conversation get very far?

Phase 4:  The rest of the scene

11. What concrete plans do Romeo and Juliet make?

12.  What does Juliet mean in her metaphor about a little bird?
