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Pre-reading Questions

Essential Question:  What SCHEMA will I need to read “The Cask of Amontillado”?
1. Has anyone ever done anything to you that made you want to get revenge on them?  What did they do?

2. Have you ever gotten revenge on someone for something they did to you? What did you do to them in return? Why did you feel a need to get revenge?

3. Explain how the revenge made you feel? Did you get caught? If you had gotten caught, would that have changed the feeling the revenge gave you? Explain. 

*********************************************************

Prediction Prompt:  Look through the pages of “The Cask of Amontillado.”  Pay attention to the pictures and to the title of the short story.  Based on your observations and what you know about Edgar Allen Poe, what do you think this story will be about?  Provide at least two specific examples/reasons to support your response.

Your Prediction



Examples to Support

Based on the title of the story and the 

1. 

pictures throughout the book, I believe 

this story will be about ______________

_______________________________
_______________________
2. 
_______________________

Vocabulary in Action

A. For each phrase in the first column, find the phrase in the second column that is closest in meaning.  Write the letter of that phrase in the blank.

______ 1. to ask again




A. virtuoso, better than so-so

______ 2.  to snugly rest




B.  to implore some more

______ 3.  to decline everywhere


C.  to feel better

______ 4. the end of a holiday



D. to cozily repose

______ 5. highly skilled, above average

E.  to subside worldwide

______ 6. to more effectively restrain


F. to preclude a brooding mood

______ 7. to prevent a sad frame of mind

G. an opportunity for impunity

______ 8. the chance to avoid consequences

H. the termination of a vacation

B. Write a short scary story using five of your vocabulary words correctly.
“The Cask of Amontillado”

Guided Reading Questions
PART I:
 Pages 209 – 211

1.  Page 209
What terms does Montresor set up for his revenge?

2.  Page 209
Who is Fortunado?  Who is the narrator?  Why does the narrator intend revenge?

3.  Page 210
Based on the exchange between Montresor and Fortunado, what can you infer about each of their characters?

5.  Page 210
Describe the feeling or mood that is established toward the end of this page.

6.  Page 211
Explain the verbal irony in Fortunado’s remark and Montresor’s reply.

PART II:   Pages 212-214

7.  Page 212
Look at the footnote on p. 211, which explains the Freemason organization.  Do you think Montresor is in fact a member of such an organization?  Explain the humor in Montresor’s gesture.

8.  Page 212
What do you think Montresor plans to do to Fortunado?

9.  Page 212
What is the mood at this point in the story?

10.  Page 212
What is ironic about Montresor’s imploring or begging?

11. Page 214
Describe and summarize Montresor’s revenge.

12. Page 214
The reasons for Montresor’s revenge remain unrevealed at the story’s conclusion.  How does this affect your view of the two main characters?

“The Author’s Style”

Poe’s Sinister Stylings

Style is the particular way in which something is written.  Word choice, sentence length, imagery, and tone all contribute to a writer’s style.  Part of Poe’s genius comes from the slightly different style he creates for each one of his tales, depending on who’s telling the story and what effect or impact Poe wants the story to have.

Read the excerpts from the openings of three famous Poe stories on page 217 of your textbook.  Study the “Key Aspects of Poe’s Style” at the top of the page.  Read each opening carefully, and complete the following chart.
Find several examples of each stylistic device in the passages.  Decide what effect Poe was trying to create in each case.

Stylistic Device



Example from excerpt

	Short sentences or sentences with dashes and other interruptions


	

	Repeated or italicized words that draw attention to the narrator or to a concept


	

	Frequent use of first-person point-of-view (I, me, myself, etc.)


	

	Rhythm that conveys the intensity of the narrator’s thoughts


	


Applications:  Choose one activity listed below to complete with your group.

1. Working with your group, rewrite one of the opening passages, expressing the same ideas but in a simpler language.  Then read your version and the original aloud, and compare them.  What’s missing in the changed version?  Be prepared to share your observations with the class.

2. Choose one of the three openings, and write a continuation of the story in the style that Poe has established.  Then entertain the rest of the class with a reading of the piece.

3. With your group, give each opening a dramatic reading to reveal the different characters and moods expressed through Poe’s style.  The rest of the class will discuss the differences they hear in each of these oral interpretations.
