Name _____________________________________________________________________
5 Paragraph Essay Writing – NOTES

1. What is an Essay?

· An essay can have many purposes, but the basic structure is the same no matter what. You may be writing an essay to _______________ for a particular point of view or to _________________ the steps necessary to complete a task. Either way, your essay will have the same basic format. If you follow a few simple steps, you will find that the essay almost writes itself. You will be responsible only for supplying ________________, which are the important part of the essay anyway. 

Don't let the thought of putting pen to paper daunt you. Get started!

2. Essay Format
These simple steps will guide you through the essay writing process:

· Decide on your _________________________.

· Prepare a ________________________________ and outline of your ideas.

· Write your ________________________  statement with 2-3 ____________________________.

· Write the body paragraphs with_______________ sentences, where you elaborate on the subpoints.

· Write the __________________________ paragraph.

· Write the _________________________ paragraph.

· Reread and revise.
3. Choosing a Topic and List Subtopics:  Highlight the topic and 2-3 subtopics on your prompt NOW.
YOUR TOPIC: ________________________________________________________________________________

SUBTOPICS TO ADDRESS IN ESSAY:

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________
4. Organize Your Ideas
· The purpose of a pre-write and ____________________ is to put your ideas about the topic on paper, in an organized format. 

· If you start one or the other and decide it isn't working for you, you can always switch later.

5. Writing Your Outline:  WILL BE PROVIDED

6. Composing a Thesis Statement
· Once you have decided what information you plan to present in your essay, you are ready to write your thesis statement.

· Tells the reader what the essay will _______________________, and what point you, the author, will be making.

· Is always placed at the _______________________ of the first paragraph

· You know what the essay will be about. That was your topic. Now you must look at your pre-write and outline and decide what point you will be making. What two-three reasons can you offer in support of your topic?

7. Thesis Statements
· Your thesis statement will have two parts.

· The first part states the ___________________________________.
· A guest speaker who would be influential for the students of Neshaminy High School would be Barack Obama because…

· The second part states the ________________________________
· he could teach students about important events happening in the world, and

· he could address some concerns of teenagers in the U.S. today.

· Once you have formulated a thesis statement that fits this pattern and with which you are comfortable, you are ready to continue.

8. Writing the Body Paragraphs
· In the body of the essay, the topic you have chosen must now be __________________________, described, or argued. 

· Each subtopic that you listed in your pre-write or outline will become your ___________________ paragraphs. If you had two or three subtopics, you will have two or three body paragraphs.

· Each body paragraph will have the same basic structure. 
· Start by writing down one of your subtopics, in sentence form. Next, write down each of your supporting points for that subtopic.
· Explain and elaborate on each subtopic. Elaboration can be further description or explanation or discussion

Example: 
· If your subtopic is “can teach us a lot about worldly events," you might say this:

· Barack Obama would provide students with knowledge about events happening throughout the world.

· Supporting Point:
· For example, we could learn more about the U.S. conflict with ISIS.

· Elaboration
· ISIS is a terrorist group who is causing much fear throughout the world.  Students may want to know about this group and what harm they are causing to others.

9. Write the Introduction and Conclusion
Your essay lacks only two paragraphs now.  These paragraphs will give the reader a point of entry to and a point of exit from your essay.

·  the ____________________________________________
·  the CONCLUSION
10. Introduction
The HOOK:
The introduction should be designed to attract the reader's _______________________ and give her an idea of the essay's focus. Begin with an attention grabber. The attention grabber you use is up to you, but here are some ideas:

· Startling information.  This information must be true, and it doesn't need to be totally new to your readers. It could simply be a pertinent fact or statistic that explicitly illustrates the point you wish to make. If you use a piece of startling information, follow it with a sentence or two of elaboration.

· Anecdote. An anecdote is a story that illustrates a point. Be sure your anecdote is short, to the point, and relevant to your topic. This can be a very effective opener for your essay, but use it carefully.

· Summary Information. A few sentences explaining your topic in general terms can lead the reader gently to your thesis. Each sentence should become gradually more specific, until you reach your thesis.

The TOPIC SENTENCE:
· This should introduce your topic, but should not be specific or add in your opinion yet.

The THESIS STATEMENT:
· Topic + Opinion + 2-3 Subtopics

· Last sentence of the introduction paragraph

Conclusion

· The conclusion brings closure to the reader, ___________________________ your points or providing a final perspective on your topic. All the conclusion needs is ______________________ strong sentences which do not need to follow any set formula. Simply review the main points (being careful not to restate them exactly) or briefly describe your feelings about the topic. Even an anecdote can end your essay in a useful way. The introduction and conclusion complete the paragraphs of your essay.

11. Add the Finishing Touches
· You have now completed all of the paragraphs of your essay. Before you can consider this a finished product, however, you must give some thought to the formatting of your paper.

· Check the order of your paragraphs.

· Check the instructions for the assignment.

· Check your writing.

