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A Doll’s House 
Gender Roles Activity 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RI.11-12.1 Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text, including determining where the text leaves matters 
uncertain. 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RI.11-12.2 Determine two or more central ideas of a text and analyze their development over the course of the text, including how they interact and build on one another to provide a complex analysis; 
provide an objective summary of the text. 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RI.11-12.3 Analyze a complex set of ideas or sequence of events and explain how specific individuals, ideas, or events interact and develop over the course of the text. 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.11-12.1 Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grades 11–12 topics, texts, and issues, building on 
others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively. 

 
“Wishin’ and Hopin’” Lyrics 

Wishin', and hopin', and thinkin', and prayin', 
Planning and dreamin' each night of his charms. 

That won't get you into his arms 
 

So if you're looking for love you can share 
All you gotta do is hold him, and kiss him, and love him, 

And show him that you care. 
 

Show him that you care, just for him. 
Do the things that he likes to do. 
Wear your hair just for him, 'cause, 

You won't get him, thinkin' and a prayin', 
Wishin' and hopin'. 

Discuss: 

1. What does this song (produced in 1964) say about gender roles in relationships during this time period? 
 
 

2. What line(s) could be considered demoralizing to women? 

 

3. According to this song, the way to a man’s heart was to “do the things that he likes to do” and to “wear your hair just for him.”  Is this 
the same outlook in today’s world? 

 
 

4. What would a man have to do to win a woman’s heart in 1964?  Today? 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RI/11-12/1/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RI/11-12/2/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RI/11-12/3/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/11-12/1/


Pet Names and Gender Roles 

In A Doll’s House, Nora is referred to by a number of nicknames such as, “little lark,” “squirrel,” “spendthrift,” and “sweet 
tooth.” Nora refers to her husband as “darling” and “dear.”  

 
Below, brainstorm nicknames or pet names currently used when talking about men and women.  
After you write your ideas down, pair up with a classmate and compare lists. Note any trends or patterns you see. For 
instance, are the nicknames used for one gender more condescending than the other? Is one set more physically oriented? Is 
one more comparable to children? Or are both sets equal? 

 
 

Common Pet Names for Women    Negative or Positive Connotation? 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Common Pet Names for Men    Negative or Positive Connotation? 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 


