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What Makes or Breaks a Relationship?
Romeo and Juliet – Independent Reading and Final Essay 

Step 1:  Choose an independent book (hopefully, at your color level/Lexile). This book can be fictional, biographical, autobiographical, or historical – somehow dealing with relationships. If you are unsure of whether your text will work, ask Ms. Aubrey 

Step 2:  Read your independent book.  This should be completed around January 20th, 2017. 

Step 3:  Write a literary analysis to answer the following prompt: 
What makes or breaks a relationship?  You will support your response with evidence from Romeo and Juliet as well as your independent novel.  – due date _____________________________.

What is your “Next Step” from your Comparative Literary Analysis?  This will be a focus of your writing for Romeo and Juliet ______________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

THESIS:  ANSWERS THE PROMPT – SHOULD ADDRESS WHAT MAKES OR BREAKS A RELATIONSHIP, THE TITLES OF BOTH TEXTS, AND THE NAMES OF BOTH AUTHORS.   SHOULD BE ONE SENTENCE!







P 1 - TOPIC SENTENCE – ROMEO AND JULIET (ADDRESSES THE TEXT AND WHAT MAKES OR BREAKS A RELATIONSHIP)






EVIDENCE – EVIDENCE FROM ROMEO AND JULIET, BLENDED AND CITED CORRECTLY, TO BACK UP YOUR TOPIC SENTENCE (WHICH SHOULD BACK UP THE CLAIM).  CITATIONS = (SHAKESPEARE ACT.SCENE.LINE)






REASONING – HOW DOES THIS EXAMPLE BACK UP YOUR CLAIM?  







P2 - TOPIC SENTENCE – INDEPENDENT TEXT (ADDRESSES THE TEXT, AUTHOR, AND WHAT MAKES OR BREAKS A RELATIONSHIP)







EVIDENCE – EVIDENCE FROM INDEPENDENT TEXT, BLENDED AND CITED CORRECTLY, TO BACK UP YOUR TOPIC SENTENCE (WHICH SHOULD BACK UP THE CLAIM).  CITATIONS = (AUTHOR’S LAST NAME PAGE#)






REASONING – HOW DOES THIS EXAMPLE BACK UP YOUR CLAIM?  







P3 - TOPIC SENTENCE – ROMEO AND JULIET AND INDEPENDENT TEXT (ADDRESSES THE TEXTS, AUTHORS, AND WHAT MAKES OR BREAKS A RELATIONSHIP)







EVIDENCE – EVIDENCE FROM INDEPENDENT TEXT, BLENDED AND CITED CORRECTLY, TO BACK UP YOUR TOPIC SENTENCE (WHICH SHOULD BACK UP THE CLAIM).  CITATIONS = (AUTHOR’S LAST NAME PAGE#) OR (SHAKESPEARE ACT.SCENE.LINE)







REASONING – HOW DOES THIS EXAMPLE BACK UP YOUR CLAIM?  







EVIDENCE – EVIDENCE FROM INDEPENDENT TEXT, BLENDED AND CITED CORRECTLY, TO BACK UP YOUR TOPIC SENTENCE (WHICH SHOULD BACK UP THE CLAIM).  CITATIONS = (AUTHOR’S LAST NAME PAGE#) OR (SHAKESPEARE ACT.SCENE.LINE)







REASONING – HOW DOES THIS EXAMPLE BACK UP YOUR CLAIM?  








NOW BACK TO THE BEGINNING … PUT THIS INFORMATION BEFORE THE THESIS SO THE THESIS IS THE LAST SENTENCE IN YOUR INTRO: 
INTRODUCTION – HOOK THE READERS INTO YOUR WRITING – USE A QUOTE, INTERESTING FACT, STARTLING STATISTIC, ETC.  







INTRODUCTION – BACKGROUND INFORMATION THAT LINKS THE HOOK TO THE THESIS STATEMENT.   







NOW MOVE  BACK TO THE END OF YOU ESSAY -- 
CONCLUSION – RESTATE THESIS IN NEW WORDS 






CONCLUSION – RELATE BACK TO THE HOOK  








CONCLUSION – SO WHAT?  WHY IS THIS INFORMATION ABOUT RELATIONSHIPS IMPORTANT?















RUBRIC
	.Possible points-
	Criteria-
	Your points-

	6
	Hook and Topic Sentences – Writer provides an interesting way to open the essay and includes a little background knowledge on both texts addressed/literary elements. 
	

	3
	Thesis – Introduce a precise, knowledgeable claim that is debatable, defensible, narrow, and specific.  Establish the significance of the claim. One sentence only. 
	

	3
	Organization – Create an organization that logically sequences claim, reasons, and evidence.
	

	3
	BP 1 - Topic Sentence – Uses a transition word, contains the title of text and author, and what makes or breaks a relationship. . 
	

	3

	Evidence (Data) – Supply sufficient relevant evidence from credible sources to fairly and thoroughly develop the claim. YOU MUST USE PROPER CITATIONS – “Direct Quote from your novel” (Shakespeare Act.Scene.Line).  Be sure your evidence is blended properly.
	

	3
	Reasoning (Warrants/Backing) – Use valid reasoning to explain how the evidence leads to the claim.  How does the evidence you have provided prove what you chose makes or breaks a relationship?
	

	3
	BP 2 - Topic Sentence – Uses a transition word, contains the title of text and what makes or breaks a relationship. 
	

	3

	Evidence (Data) – Supply sufficient relevant evidence from credible sources to fairly and thoroughly develop the claim. YOU MUST USE PROPER CITATIONS – “Direct Quote from your novel” (Author’s Last Name Page #). Be sure your evidence is blended properly.
	

	3
	Reasoning (Warrants/Backing) – Use valid reasoning to explain how the evidence leads to the claim.  How does the evidence you have provided prove what you chose makes or breaks a relationship?
	

	3
	BP 3 - Topic Sentence – Uses a transition word, contains the title of texts and author, and what makes or breaks a relationship in both texts. 
	

	3

	Evidence (Data) – Supply sufficient relevant evidence from credible sources to fairly and thoroughly develop the claim. YOU MUST USE PROPER CITATIONS – “Direct Quote from your novel” (Shakespeare Act.Scene.Line).  Be sure your evidence is blended properly.
	

	3
	Reasoning (Warrants/Backing) – Use valid reasoning to explain how the evidence leads to the claim.  How does the evidence you have provided prove what you chose makes or breaks a relationship?
	

	3
	Evidence (Data) – Supply sufficient relevant evidence from credible sources to fairly and thoroughly develop the claim. YOU MUST USE PROPER CITATIONS – “Direct Quote from your novel” (Author’s Last Name Page #). Be sure your evidence is blended properly.
	

	3
	Reasoning (Warrants/Backing) – Use valid reasoning to explain how the evidence leads to the claim.  How does the evidence you have provided prove what you chose makes or breaks a relationship?
	

	6
	Conclusion – Your conclusion restates the claim in new words,  relates back to the hook, and answers the “So What” question
	

	6
	Conventions - Use correct grammar, spelling, and punctuation. No contractions, proper capitalization, and no first or second person. 
	

	6
	MLA FORMAT-  Paper has proper heading, running header, parenthetical citations, and Works Cited Page. 
	

	5
	YOUR NEXT STEP:  Did you appropriately address your “Next Step” from the Dystopian Comparative Analysis Piece?  
	



SCORE: ___/68
