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“Marigolds” Pre-reading Discussion

[image: image6.png]Richard Connell’s “The Most Dangerous Game” shows how people can use nature to their advantage.

After several failed attempts to trap
Zaroff, Rainsford decides to use his
knife to injure or even kill his hunter.

The author states, “He caught
hold of a springy young sapling
and to it he fastened his hunting
knife, with the blade pointed
down the trail” (Connell 57).

Rainsford’s plan for the knife to hit
Zaroff fails, as it hits Ivan instead.
Despite this failure, Rainsford’s
innovative attempt shows his skill in
using nature for his own benefit.

b

Shirt=Introduction of Quote

Quote=Exact line(s) from text

Pants=Analysis of Quote





1. What are some types of conflicts that a person your age might encounter?  What would be hard about each situation?  What might be possible solutions for these situations?

2. An important quote from this story says, “I feel again the chaotic emotions of adolescence” (76).  How does this quote relate to your own life?  Is adolescence chaotic? Why / why not?

3.  What does it mean to regret something?  What are some situations in which someone may regret what he or she has done?  Is regret ever resolved?
4. What do you think is the best way to make it up to someone you have deliberately hurt?  What should you do if that person does not forgive you?

5. What are some pleasant experiences you have had as a child?  Why do some experiences stand out in your mind, while others do not?  

“Marigolds”  Reading Notes
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Day 1 Summary 

Day 2 Summary 
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“Marigolds” – Setting
Literary Analysis
[image: image3.wmf]
The time and place of the action of a story is called the setting. In some stories, the setting is simple and straightforward.  In other stories, such as “Marigolds,” the setting can be more complex.  The story takes place during the Great Depression.  But it also takes place in the private world of Lizabeth’s adult memory.  As she admits, memory “does not present things as they are, but rather as they feel.”

Directions:  With a partner, review the story and locate at least three passages where the description of the setting seems to express the narrator’s feelings. Chart your findings on the chart below.  Then, choose descriptive phrases from the passages to create a poem.  Use the example below as a model.

	Passage with Page Number
	Feelings Expressed

	
	

	
	

	
	


Descriptive phrases example:

Beyond the dusty brown yard, in front of the sorry gray house, rose suddenly and shockingly a dazzling strip of bright blossoms, clumped together in enormous mounds, warm and passionate and sun-golden (79).

Poem example:

Dusty brown yard

Sorry gray house

Dazzling blossoms

Warm and passionate

Sun-golden

Give your poem a title and be prepared to share it with the class.
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Quote Integration
Remember the formula:
SHIRT: SET THE STAGE

         QUOTE: INCLUDE A QUOTE

                                                PANTS: EXPLAIN HOW IT PROVES YOUR POINT
Example #1:  

Below is an example from a character study of Harry Potter. The writer’s thesis (what he/she is trying to prove) is:

Harry Potter goes from loser to legend in Harry Potter and the Sorcerer’s Stone.

[image: image1.wmf]
[image: image5.png]Richard Connell’s “The Most Dangerous Game” shows that in order to win, sometimes it is necessary to cheat.
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Rainsford used many strategies in his
efforts to win the game with Zaroff. He
hide in a tree, dug a pit hoping Zaroff
would fall in, and attached a knife to a
sapling. When all these strategies failed,
Rainsford realized he must cheat in order
to win the game.

Shirt=Introduction of Quote

The author states, “Twenty feet below
him the sea rumbled and hissed.

Rainsford hesitated. He heard the

hounds.Then he leaped far out into the
sea...” (Connell 57).

’ ’ Quote=Exact line(s) from text

Even though Rainsford did not follow
Zaroff’s rules by leaving the island and
jumping into the sea, he knew that
cheating was the only way he could win
the game and save his own life.

Pants=Analysis of Quote






J.K. Rowling’s initial description of Harry Potter is anything but heroic.  In Harry Potter and the Sorcerer’s Stone, Rowling describes Harry in great detail:


Harry had a think face, knobbly knees, black hair, and bright green eyes.  He wore round glasses held together with a lot of Scotch tape because of all the times Dudley had punched him on the nose.  The only thing Harry liked about his own appearance was a very thin scar on his forehead that was shaped like a lightning bolt (Rowling 20).

Harry may be the very picture of a loser and a weakling.  Yet even here, Rowling reminds the reader of Harry’s destiny with references to his “bright green eyes” and to his lightning-bolt scar, a sign of his power against the formidable Voldemort.

Example #2:  

Example #3:  


 “Marigolds” Constructed Response
Focus: Citing Evidence
PROMPT: What is the theme of Eugenia Collier’s “Marigolds”?
What is required when using evidence in a constructed response?

1. _____________________________________________________________________

2. _____________________________________________________________________

3. ______________________________________________________________________

Step 1: Write your topic sentence. This is what you will prove through your writing.
List as many topics from “Marigolds” as you can.

Turn one topic into a theme statement that includes the title and author of the story. (This should not include “I” “you” or “should.”)

Step 2: Find your supporting evidence.

Quote #1

	Shirt

(what is happening in story at time of quote)
	

	Quote

(with page)
	

	Pants

(how does this quote prove your topic sentence?
	

	Quote #2


	


	Shirt

(what is happening in story at time of quote)
	

	Quote

(with page)
	

	Pants

(how does this quote prove your topic sentence?
	


Step 3: Type your constructed response. Be sure to use MLA format with an appropriate header. You should submit your document to TurnItIn upon completion.

This is how to set up your paper in MLA format. Be sure to type in Times New Roman, font size 12, and double space.

Rubric:  20 points
2 points – Topic Sentence – Introduce a precise, knowledgeable claim that is debatable, defensible, narrow, and specific.  This should include the author and title of the piece.
5 points – Evidence (Data) – Supply sufficient relevant evidence from credible sources to fairly and thoroughly develop the claim. YOU MUST USE PROPER CITATIONS – “Direct Quote from your novel” (Author’s Last Name Page #).                   
                                                                                                                                               
2 points – Analysis (Reasoning) – Use valid reasoning to explain how the evidence leads to the claim in your topic sentence. 
5 points – Evidence (Data) – Supply sufficient relevant evidence from credible sources to fairly and thoroughly develop the claim. YOU MUST USE PROPER CITATIONS – “Direct Quote from your novel” (Author’s Last Name Page #).    
2 points – Analysis (Reasoning) – Use valid reasoning to explain how the evidence leads to the claim in your topic sentence. 
3 points – Proper spelling, punctuation, capitalization

1 points – Proper MLA formatting
SET THE STAGE





INCLUDE 


A QUOTE





EXPLAIN IT














