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Memoir Writing Assignment 
Memoir Assignment 

 
This year, we started off with a six word memoir.  We will finish the year by composing a few vignettes to mark 
where you are at this point in your life.  
 

The Assignment - You will compose five short pieces of writing to be chapters in your Memoir.  

Sure, you could be lame and write a brief memoir about your first day of kindergarten (which you don’t even really 
remember). 
But why would you want to do that when you could dig deeply into memories of experiences that shook the foundations of 
your being? That molded you into the young adult you are now? 
Whether you seek to fill the minimum of the assignment or to pull brilliance from your past, here are the details: 

● Conventions should be followed, but can be stretched for creative purposes (i.e. use a sentence fragment for effect). 
Don’t try to excuse bad grammar as “creative writing.” You won’t fool me. 

● First-person narration is a must. It’s a memoir, after all. 
● Exercise those literary techniques. Throw in some dialogue, and be creative in your story-telling. “Listen” to your “voice” 

while you’re writing to make sure the words you choose create a suitable tone. 
● Tell the truth! 
● Avoid unnecessary details, but make sure to finish painting the scene for the reader. We have to know what’s going 

on, but we probably don’t care about exactly how old your cat was or how many times per minute it flicked its tail on 
the morning of that accident. Have a purpose, and convey your message completely but concisely. 

● Write first, edit later. Don’t worry about your grammar while you’re getting your ideas on the page. But please, do edit 
later. Seriously. Do it. 

 
Prompt 1 - (This will be the longest of your six prompts) - 450-550 words 5/10, 5/11, 5/13 

★ Write a personal memoir that evokes some significant message or theme that you want your reader to 
understand about you and your life. Choose an event or series of events that illustrate and explore tensions you 
encountered. Identify a complication or struggle of values. Then show how you evaluated the complication and 
resolved it. End your memoir by telling your readers what you learned from this experience. 

★ Write a memoir in which you explore your relationship with another member of your family. Choose an event or 
series of events that could illustrate that relationship and explore its tensions. Identify a complication or struggle 
of values. Then show how you and this other family member evaluated the complication and resolved it. End your 
memoir be telling your readers what you learned from this experience. 

★ Write a memoir or “story” that has been told so often in your family that it has become “famous.” Briefly, tell 
the story. Then explain why that story is a favorite. Here are some brainstorming questions. Please write an 
organized essay. DO NOT simply write a list of answers to these questions. End your memoir by telling your 
readers how this story has affected your own life. 

○ What does it mean to those who tell it? 
○ Does it mean the same thing for everyone involved? 
○ When is it told? 
○ What purpose does it serve? 
○ What point does it make about your family—what is its significance? 
○ Do different people draw different meanings from the story? 
○ What general theme does it evoke and why is that theme important for your family? 

 



Prompt 2 - Flash Memoir 5/13, 5/16 
1. Write 250-350 words of something you can't deny. 
2. Write 250-350 words of what got left behind. 
3. Write 250-350 words of something you wrote or did that you no longer understand. 
4. Write 250-350 words of apologizing for something you didn't do. 
5. Write 250-350 words about a physical characteristic you are proud to have inherited  
6. Write 250-350 words of what you had to have. 
7. Write 250-350 words of humiliating exposure. 
8. Write 250-350 words about a time when you felt compassion unexpectedly. 
9. Write 250-350 words of what you have too much of. 
10. Write 250-350 words of when you knew you were in trouble. 

 
Prompt 3 - Picture Perfect - 5/18 
Bring in a photo of an important time in your life.  In 250-350 words, vividly describe this moment.  Attach the picture 
to your writing.  
 
Ideas: 

Write from the point of view of one of the people in the picture -- are they happy to be photographed or are they 
there under duress? Is their smile genuine or is it for the camera only and masking some personal tragedy? 

Write from the point of view of the photographer who took the picture and try to include some of the senses e.g 
sounds, smells etc. 

Write a piece of journalism about the scene in the picture -- i.e. what newsworthy event could have affected these 
people or this place.. 

Imagine that the photograph has been lost for a number of years. You have found it, traced the original owner and are 
now handing it over to them. What is their reaction -- are they happy, sad or angry to have this section of their past 
raked up again? 

 
Prompt 4 - Your Life Lyrics - 5/25, 5/26 
Bring in the lyrics to your top five favorite songs .  Then, mix and match these lyrics to make a memoir of your life. :)  
 
Prompt 5 - YOUR CHOICE:  Letter to yourself OR Commencement Speech 5/26, 5/27  
Letter:  
Write a letter to the Freshman version of yourself.  What would you tell you?  What have you learned in the past 
four years?  350 word minimum.  
 
Speech:  
What would you say if you have the opportunity to address your peers on the field at graduation? 
 
You can use the following article for inspiration:  
http://www.npr.org/sections/ed/2014/05/20/314264067/the-best-commencement-speech-ever 
 
Maybe you need some more structure:  
Below is a sample outline for a graduation speech. Make sure to personalize this speech and to make it your own: feel 
free to omit some of the categories that have been outlined, and to add others as you see fit. 

Some people might suggest that you reorganize these categories for a flow that fits your personal speech. It is all up 
to you – ask others for help on making your speech perfect for graduation day.  

http://www.npr.org/sections/ed/2014/05/20/314264067/the-best-commencement-speech-ever


● Thank the previous speaker for introducing you. 
● Introduce yourself with your name 
● Share a motivational quote with the audience and share how it connects with your class’ experiences in school 
● Share a relevant story that brings the class together and gets them excited about their future 
● Take time to point out some good advice for the years to come 
● Encourage your classmates to remember the good times at your school 
● Finish by recalling the motivational quote from before 
● Call your fellow students into action:  leave them with an inspiring sentence encouraging them to go out and 

make a difference 
● Thank the audience for their time 

 
Rubric  
Prompt 1  
 
450-550 Words ___/5 
Grammar/Conventions ___/5 
FOcus Correction Area:  Parallel Structure ___/5 
 
Prompt 2:  
 
250-350 Words ___/5 
Grammar/Conventions: ___/5 
Focus Correction Area: Include a KENNING ___/5 
 
Prompt 3:  
 
Photo Included/250-350 Words ___/5 
Grammar/Conventions ___/5 
Focus Correction Area:  Use one example of assonance ___/5 
 
Prompt 4 
 
Song List ___/5 
Lyrics Make Sense ___/5 
Focus Correction Area: include at least one quatrain and one couplet ___/5 
 
Prompt 5:  
 
Letter Format/ 350 Words ___/5 
Grammar/Conventions ___/5 
Focus Correction Area: use one example of consonance ___/5 

OR 
Commencement Speech Format: ___/5 
Grammar/Conventions: ___/5 
Focus COrrection Area: use one example of consonance ___/5 
 
Present one aspect of your memoir:  10 points ___/10 
 
Total:  85 points. ___/85 


