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Chapters 6-9 Vocabulary 

1.   transcend 
be superior or better than some standard 

We had transcended everything—death, fatigue, our natural needs. 

2.  plaintive 
expressing sorrow 

Not a sound of distress, not a plaintive cry, nothing but mass agony and silence. 

3.   avail 
be of use to, be useful to 

He had searched for him among the dying, to no avail. 

4.   apathy 
an absence of emotion or enthusiasm 

From time to time, SS officers on motorcycles drove the length of the column to shake off the growing apathy: 
“Hold on! We’re almost there!” 

5.  melancholy 
characterized by or causing or expressing sadness 

Even today, when I hear that particular piece by Beethoven, my eyes close and out of the darkness emerges the pale 
and melancholy face of my Polish comrade bidding farewell to an audience of dying men. 

6.   poignant 
keenly distressing to the mind or feelings 

Next to him lay his violin, trampled, an eerily poignant little corpse. 

7.   laden 
filled with a great quantity 

My father had huddled near me, draped in his blanket, shoulders laden with snow. 

8.   overwhelm 
overcome, as with emotions or perceptual stimuli 

Suddenly, the evidence overwhelmed me: there was no longer any reason to live, any reason to fight. 

9.   dregs 
sediment that has settled at the bottom of a liquid 

The days resembled the nights, and the nights left in our souls the dregs of their darkness. 

10.  ensue 
issue or terminate in a specified way 

In the wagon where the bread had landed, a battle had ensued. 



11.   maul 
injure badly 

Men were hurling themselves against each other, trampling, tearing at and mauling each other. 

12.  prostrate 
lying face downward 

Suffering from dysentery, my father was prostrate on his cot, with another five sick inmates nearby. 

13.  feeble 
pathetically lacking in force or effectiveness 

And deep inside me, if I could have searched the recesses of my feeble conscience, I might have found something 
like: Free at last! 

14.  unprecedented 
novel; having no earlier occurrence 

Such lateness was unprecedented in the history of Buchenwald. 

15.  contemplate 
think intently and at length, as for spiritual purposes 

From the depths of the mirror, a corpse was contemplating me. 
	  


