POETRY

Life is a Journey
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Please Do Now: 
If life is a journey, then who’s driving?  Some people feel that they make their own choices about where to turn and how far to drive, while others feel they are simply following a course set by someone else.  Imagine you are applying for a job or preparing for a college interview.  With a partner, take turns interviewing one another about your life goals.  Where do you see yourself in five years?  In 10 years?  In 15 years?  Explain what choices you may have to make in order to achieve these goals.

 “The Seven Ages of Man” 
· Reread lines 5-9.  Notice how Jaques describes the infant and the schoolboy.  What do these descriptions reveal about his attitude toward childhood?
· Does Shakespeare use a rhyme scheme for this poem?
· Which two stages follow infancy and childhood?

· Read aloud lines 20-25.  How many stressed syllables are in each line?
· According to Jaques, what happens to people in the last stage of life?

“The Road Not Taken”
· Reread lines 1-5.  What main idea is the poet expressing here?
· What rhyme scheme does Frost use in this poem?
· Where do Frost’s roads diverge?  Which road does the speaker choose?
Further Discussion:
1. What do you think is the theme of each poem?

2. An extended metaphor compares two unlike things at length and in a number of ways, sometimes throughout an entire work.  In “The Seven Ages of Man,” the speaker compares the world to a stage.  What does this comparison imply about the speaker’s view of life?

3. In “The Road Not Taken,” both roads lead into the woods, so the speaker cannot see where they go.  What do the woods symbolize?

4. How would Frost’s speaker respond to Jaques’ statement “All the world’s a stage, / And all the men and women merely players”?  Find evidence to support your answer.
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