Name ________________________________






Date:________

Honors English 9 









Period: _____

To Kill a Mockingbird  Pre-reading Research Project
[image: image1.jpg]///(/
O Vo Huma

TO KILL A
MOCKINGBIRD

arper Liee s





Before we begin reading To Kill a Mockingbird, you will need to research the historical, social, and economic background of the novel in order to have enough prior knowledge and context for the characters, plot, and major themes of the novel.

You and your partner will be responsible for one of the topics on the back of this handout to research and present to the class (using PowerPoint or Prezi).   You will need to use the chromebooks to research reliable resources to locate one additional article about your topic (i.e. no Wikipedia).   
Part I.  Research

· Using the library programs that are available, find one additional reliable article for your topic.  This may include an internet article, magazine article, journal article, newspaper article, historical documents, book, interview, etc.  Take notes that you can present to your classmates 
Part II.  Product

Once your group has gathered all necessary sources, use the information you have found to create one of the following products:

· PowerPoint presentation

· Prezi presentation

Your product must cover the following areas:

· OVERVIEW:  Background information / history of your topic

· ADDITIONAL INFORMATION:  Five additional interesting facts about your topic

· CONNECTION:  Brief overview of how this topic connects to To Kill a Mockingbird  

· VISUAL:  At least three visual representations for your topic

Part III.  Presentation

Present your research findings and product to the class.  Use the visual representations to inform your class about your topic.  Be sure everyone in your group participates and explains a section of your product.
TOPICS:
· Harper Lee  - Childhood/Hometown 

· Education in the 1930s

· Harper Lee -  Family, especially father 

· The Scottsboro Boys 

· Herbert Hoover vs. Franklin Delano Roosevelt 

· Harper Lee - Literary Life (friendship with Truman Capote)/ TKAM Success 

· The Murder of Emmett Till – Present Day Included 

· The Stock Market Crash and The Great Depression (effects on the south?) 

· Plessy vs. Ferguson 

· The Dust Bowl 

· Go Set a Watchman 

· Jim Crow Laws 

· The Rise of Hitler and Nazi Germany
To Kill a Mockingbird  Pre-reading Research Project Rubric
RUBRIC:

_____ / 20 points
PRODUCT
· All group members work effectively together to produce an informative product, including a  PowerPoint presentation, a poster, or a Prezi presentation.
· The product covers all four required areas, including historical background, five interesting facts, three visual representations, and a connection to To Kill a Mockingbird.

_____ / 10 points
PRESENTATION
· All group members participate in presenting research findings to the class.

· All important information is presented using the product as a guide for the presentation.

· Presentation was clear, focused, detailed, and informative to all students.

_____ / 30 points TOTAL

