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By William Shakespeare
ENGLISH 9 
“WHAT MAKES OR BREAKS A RELATIONSHIP?”

BACKGROUND INFORMATION, 
PROLOGUE, ACT 1 AND ACT 2
ASSESSMENT: JANUARY 4TH & 5TH 

NAME: ________________________________
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Topic/Objective:	English 					Name:
									Period:.
Activity / Lesson: Shakespeare - Background				Date:


						
	Essential Question:  Who was WIlliam Shakespeare? How does an author’s life influence his/her work?


	
	Questions/ Key Points	
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


	Notes:
England in Shakespeare’s Day 
Shakespeare = greatest writer/playwright in English language
Lived during Renaissance = science,   commerce, philosophy, arts
Shakespeare’s literary career = reign of   Queen Elizabeth (1558 – 1603)
Elizabeth = strong leader, supporter of   English culture
Shakespeare wrote plays for Lord Chamberlain’s Men, a company sponsored by two men in high office.
Theater in Shakespeare’s Day 
1590s = London was theater capital
Shakespearean theater was available and well-liked to rich and poor.
Globe Theater = poor stood / rich sat in balconies
No curtains, no artificial lighting, and little scenery = audience’s imagination
Only male actors / no women
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Shakespeare’s Impact on the EngLish Language
Shakespeare contributed more words, phrases and expressions to the English language than any other writer.
What are some words / phrases introduced by Shakespeare?
  ________________     _______________ 	_________________

Other Notes: 



	Summary:
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


VOCABULARY AWARENESS CHART 
SHAKESPEAREAN TERMS
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	Word
	Know it Well
	Have Heard or Seen It
	No Clue
	Definitions/ Memorization Tool

	ACT
	
	
	
	


	ALLUSION
	
	
	
	


	ASIDE
	
	
	
	


	COMIC RELIEF
	
	
	
	


	DRAMATIC IRONY
	
	
	
	


	METAPHOR
	
	
	
	


	OXYMORON
	
	
	
	


	SCENE
	
	
	
	


	SOLILOQUY
	
	
	
	


	TRAGEDY
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Topic/Objective:	English 					Name:
									Period:.
Activity / Lesson: Shakespeare - sonnets			Date:


						
	Essential Question:  What is a Shakespearean Sonnet?


	
	Questions/ Key Points	
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
	Notes:

Shakespearean sonnet: a 14 line stanza written in iambic pentameter, that employs the rhyme scheme abab, cdcd, efef,gg, and can be divided into three quatrains and a couplet.

Rhyme Scheme: the ordered pattern of rhymes at the ends of the lines of a poem or verse.

Example: 
I don't want a lot for Christmas
There is just one thing I need
I don't care about the presents
Underneath the Christmas tree
I just want you for my own
More than you could ever know
Make my wish come true oh
All I want for Christmas is you

Iambic Pentameter: lines of poetry that can be divided into 5 metric feet with alternately unstressed and stressed syllables.




Example Outline/Rhyme Scheme/Meter Scan for Sonnet 18

Quatrain 1 (four-line stanza)  
  
  A  Shall I  | compare  | thee to  | a  sum | mer's day? 
  B   Thou art | more love | ly and | more temp | erate
  A   Rough winds | do shake | the dar |ling buds | of May
  B   And sum | mer's lease | hath all | too short  | a date
Quatrain 2 (four-line stanza)  
 
  C   Sometime too hot the eye of heaven shines
  D   And often is his gold complexion dimm’d
  C  And every fair from fair sometime declines
  D   By chance or nature's changing course untrimm’d
  
Quatrain 3 (four-line stanza)  
  
  E    But thy eternal summer shall not fade
  F    Nor lose possession of that fair thou owest
  E    Nor shall Death brag thou wander'st in his shade
  F    When in eternal lines to time thou growest
  
Couplet (two rhyming lines)  
  
  G    So long as men can breathe or eyes can see
  G    So long lives this and this gives life to thee





	Summary:
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


The Prologue
(From Nofearshakespeare)
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· THE CHORUS (KIND OF LIKE A NARRATOR) APPEARS ON STAGE AND GIVES US THE LOWDOWN ON THE PLAY WE'RE ABOUT TO WATCH (OR READ).
· THE SETTING IS "FAIR VERONA," A TOWN IN ITALY WHERE TWO RIVAL UPPER-CRUST FAMILIES (THE CAPULETS AND THE MONTAGUES) HAVE BEEN FEUDING FOR AS LONG AS ANYONE CAN REMEMBER.
· WE'RE ALSO TOLD HOW THE CHILDREN OF THESE TWO FAMILIES (THAT WOULD BE ROMEO MONTAGUE AND JULIET CAPULET) WILL FALL IN LOVE, BUT THE STORY'S NOT GOING TO BE A HAPPY ONE. BEFORE THE PLAY IS OVER, OUR INFAMOUS "STAR-CROSSED LOVERS [WILL] TAKE THEIR LIFE" (COMMIT SUICIDE), WHICH WILL PUT AN END TO THEIR PARENTS' FEUD.
· FINALLY, THE CHORUS INVITES US TO SIT BACK AND RELAX WHILE WE ENJOY THE "TWO-HOURS' TRAFFIC OF [THE] STAGE," WHICH IS SIXTEENTH-CENTURY THEATER SPEAK FOR "THE NEXT TWO HOURS IT'S GOING TO TAKE FOR THE PLAY TO BE PERFORMED."
· BRAIN SNACK: IN DIRECTOR BAZ LUHRMANN'S 1996 FILM ADAPTATION OF THE PLAY (ROMEO + JULIET), THE CHORUS IS REPLACED BY A TV ANCHORWOMAN WHO DELIVERS THE LINES AS AN EVENING NEWS STORY. (SHMOOP.COM)  
USE YOUR RESOURCES!!
ROMEO AND JULIET 
WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE 
[image: Image result for romeo and juliet sword fight clip art]
ACT 1
ABRAHAM: DO YOU BITE YOUR THUMB AT US, SIR?
SAMPSON: I DO BITE MY THUMB, SIR.
ABRAHAM: DO YOU BITE YOUR THUMB AT US, SIR?
SAMPSON, ASIDE TO GREGORY:  IS THE LAW OF OUR SIDE, IF I SAY "AY"?
GREGORY, ASIDE TO SAMPSON: NO.
SAMPSON: NO, SIR, I DO NOT BITE MY THUMB AT YOU, SIR, BUT I BITE MY THUMB, SIR. (1.1.45-52)

[image: http://www.actorhub.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2013/12/The-Shakespearean-Insult-Kit-Fun-jokes-for-actors.jpg]
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Topic/Objective:	English 					Name:
									Period:.
Activity / Lesson: Romeo and Juliet - Act 1, Scene 1			Date:


						
	Essential Question:  What makes or breaks a relationship? How do relationships shape values, actions, and lives? Should loyalty to family take precedence over all other aspects of life?


	
	Questions/ Key Points	
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
	Notes:
· On the streets of Verona, two young Capulet servants, Sampson and Gregory, are hanging out and trash-talking the Montagues. Those are some loyal servants.
· Then some young Montague servants (including Abraham) show up. Sampson and Gregory want to put their money where their mouths are, i.e., kick some Montague butt—but the Prince of Verona has laid out strict laws against starting fights.
· So, instead, they try to get the Montagues to start the fight.
· Sampson gives the Montagues the Elizabethan finger—he bites his thumb at them.
· Success. In about 0.5 seconds, they're fighting.
· Benvolio, the resident nice guy, shows up with a, "Why can't we all just get along?"
· But Tybalt, resident Capulet mean-guy, dashes in and says something like, "I'm going to get medieval on your…personage."
· Adding fuel to the fire, the remaining members of each of the families come out to join the fight, or "fray," as they called it back then.
· Like any good schoolyard brawl, some authority figure shows up and puts an end to the fun. In this case, it is the Prince of Verona. And he's m-a-d.
· He orders the Montagues and the Capulets to cease and desist. (Except it takes him a lot longer to say it, and he adds a supplement that anyone breaking his rule will be put to death.)
[image: ]
· BTW, Lord and Lady Montague say, has anyone seen their son, Romeo?
· Romeo, we find out, has been moping around in a "grove of sycamore," which, by the way, is Shakespeare's way of hinting that Romeo is lovesick or "sick amour." (Get it? Syc-a-more?)
· Not only that, says Benvolio, but Romeo never wants to hang out anymore.
· Montague chimes in, complaining that all Romeo ever does (when he's not skulking around in sycamore groves) is lock himself up in his dark "chamber" (bedroom).
· Yep, sounds like a lovesick teenager to us.
· Benvolio, like any good friend, decides to spy for Romeo's parents.
· Romeo wanders in and willingly tells Benvolio that he's in love with a girl who doesn't love him back. Cue Romeo's sighing, lamenting, and poetic musings.
· Romeo reveals that his unavailable crush has taken a vow of chastity and he boo-hoos about the fact that the still unnamed beautiful girl will never have any beautiful children..
· Benvolio tells his friend to get over it already, ugh. He says Romeo should look at other girls, but Romeo is skeptical. No one will compare. Benvolio disagrees and says he'll make Romeo forget his crush or die trying. 




	Summary:
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Topic/Objective:	English 					Name:
									Period:.
Activity / Lesson: Romeo and Juliet - Act 1, Scene 2		Date:


						
	Essential Question:  What makes or breaks a relationship? How do relationships shape values, actions, and lives? Should loyalty to family take precedence over all other aspects of life?



	Questions/ Key Points	
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
	· Meanwhile, Lord Capulet is hanging out with County (a.k.a. Count) Paris, Verona's #1 most Eligible Bachelor.
· Capulet says something like "I'm getting too old for this whole family feud thing and so is Lord Montague—I'm sure we can work something out to keep the peace."  (Get your highlighters out because this is pretty important. The whole Montague/Capulet feud may not be as big a deal to the older generation as it is to the younger generation.)
· But Paris has other things on his mind, like, "Hey, can I marry your thirteen-year-old daughter, Juliet?" Capulet says that his daughter's a little young—better wait until she's fifteen.
· Quick Brain Snack: In Shakespeare's day, the legal age of marriage was twelve for girls and fourteen for boys, but that doesn't mean people were running around getting married as pre-teens. In fact, most English people of the time married in their early twenties, just like now. Shakespeare was probably emphasizing how crazy these Italians were by making Juliet so young.
· Plus, he'd like Juliet to be on board with all this. But he says Paris can talk to his daughter at the annual Capulet bash that they're holding tonight at his house—maybe Juliet will fall in love with Paris.  Age aside, it was totally normal for fathers to broker marriage deals without any input from their daughters, kind of like Montague is doing right now. 
· Capulet gives one of his servants, Peter, a list of people to invite to the party. Unfortunately, the servant can't read. The illiterate servant decides to look for some people who can read.
· Romeo and Benvolio come in, still arguing about Romeo's unnamed love interest. (Don't worry, we'll find out this mystery girl's name soon enough.)
· The Capulets' servant asks them to read the guest list for the party. Guess who's on it? Capulet's "fair niece Rosaline." (Yep, that's Romeo's dream girl all right. She also happens to be a Capulet but Romeo doesn't seem to be worried that the big family feud will be a problem. What's up with that?)
· Romeo and Benvolio decide to crash the Capulet party. Romeo wants to see Rosaline and Benvolio wants to convince Romeo that she's not so special.



	Summary:
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Topic/Objective:	English 					Name:
									Period:.
Activity / Lesson: Romeo and Juliet - Act 1, Scene 3		Date:


						
	Essential Question:  What makes or breaks a relationship? How do relationships shape values, actions, and lives? Should loyalty to family take precedence over all other aspects of life?


	
	Questions/ Key Points	
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
	Notes:
· At the Capulet house, Juliet's mother, Lady Capulet, comes in to tell her daughter about Paris's proposal.
· But Juliet's nurse (who just gets called "Nurse" through the whole thing) first delivers a long, semi-bawdy speech about Juliet's infancy and toddler years. Her rambling, tangent of a speech reveals the following information: the Nurse had a baby named Susan who was about Juliet's age but, sadly, she died. The Nurse is not only Juliet's nanny but she also her wet-nurse. When it was time to "wean" (stop breastfeeding) Juliet, the Nurse put "wormwood" on her breast. 
· Also, Juliet once fell down and cut her forehead when she was little, which the Nurse's late husband thought was hilarious—so hilarious that he turned the accident into a dirty joke.
· This is … a lot of information. Lady Capulet eventually cuts her off and tells her to "hold her peace."
· Lady Capulet unloads the news that Paris has been sniffing around for Juliet's hand in marriage. -- Eyeroll.
· Just check Paris out at the party that night, Lady Capulet says. He'll be the oh-so-dreamy guy all the other girls are swooning over.
· Speaking of, Peter, the servant, enters to announce that guests are beginning to arrive for the big bash.




	Summary:
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


WHO’S WHO IN VERONA 

TWO FEUDING FACTIONS: _________________ AND ___________________ 
· LORD AND LADY ________________ ARE THE PARENTS OF _______________________ CAPULET IS THE MORE ______________________ OF THE TWO LORDS. 
· LADY CAPULET IS MUCH MORE______________________________ THAN LADY MONTAGUE. 
· JULIET’S COUSIN IS NAMED _____________________________.   HE IS ____________________  AND DISLIKES THE MONTAGUES. 

· LORD AND LADY ______________________ ARE THE PARENTS OF ________________ 
· MONTAGUE HATES______________________________, BUT DID NOT TEACH THIS TO ROMEO. 
· LADY MONTAGUE IS ___________________. 
· ROMEO’S COUSIN IS NAMED ________________. HE SAYS HE IS ___________________,  BUT HE SHOWS MORE SENSE THAN ROMEO OR TYBALT. 

NEUTRAL:
·  _____________________, WHO IS IN CHARGE OF VERONA, AND HIS COUSIN, _______________________, ONE OF ROMEO’S FRIENDS. 

AND OF COURSE: 
· ____________________________, THE YOUNG MONTAGUE, IS CONSTANTLY_____________. _________________________, THE YOUNG CAPULET, IS ____________________________, AND DOES NOT DREAM OF THE HONOR OF ___________________________________.
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Topic/Objective:	English 					Name:
									Period:.
Activity / Lesson: Romeo and Juliet - Act 1, Scene 4		Date:


						
	Essential Question:  What makes or breaks a relationship? How do relationships shape values, actions, and lives? Should loyalty to family take precedence over all other aspects of life?


	
	Questions/ Key Points
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
	· Romeo and his posse (i.e., Benvolio and Mercutio) are getting ready to sneak into the Capulets' party. Luckily, it's a costume party, so they can wear masks. [We should point out that Mercutio's name was on the invite list, because he's not a Montague, but he feels the need to wear a mask anyway.]
· Romeo and Mercutio trade insults and there's some naughty talk about love, in particular.  Mercutio's solution? "If love be rough with you, be rough with love. Prick love for pricking, and you beat love down."
· Romeo continues to boo-hoo about the unavailable Rosaline and then he announces that he had a dream the night before. Before he can go into the details, Mercutio interrupts and delivers a long, crazy speech about "Queen Mab," a tiny fairy who visits people in their dreams.
· Romeo says Mercutio is talking nonsense and Mercutio, our resident skeptic, retorts that dreams are for idiots.
· Before entering the party, Romeo says he has a feeling that "fate" may have something bad in store for him.
· According to Mercutio's vivid description, Queen Mab is a tiny fairy that rides around in a coach made out of an "empty hazelnut" with spider's "legs" for wheel spokes (1.4.72, 64). The coach is driven by an even tinier "grey-coated gnat" and drawn by a "team of little atomi" (tiny atoms).
· Queen Mab spends her time galloping over the noses and lips of sleepers, filling their dreams with wild fantasies (lovers dream of love, soldiers dream of slitting throats, lawyers dream of winning lawsuits, etc.). Mab is also kind of scary. When she's in a bad mood, she plagues women who dream of "kisses" with nasty sores ("blisters") that might just be cold sores.
· We need to think about what it is that prompts Mercutio's wild rant in the first place. Fed up with Romeo's lovesick moping for Rosaline, Mercutio taunts his buddy by saying that Queen Mab must have paid him a visit in the dream Romeo tries to tell him about. Mercutio also informs Romeo that dreams "are the children of an idle brain," which is another way of saying that Romeo is an idiot and his dreams about Rosaline are ridiculous (1.4.104). Given the context of the speech, it seems like Mercutio is suggesting that, like Queen Mab, dreams (especially Romeo's) are small and insignificant.



	Summary:
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Topic/Objective:	English 					Name:
									Period:.
Activity / Lesson: Romeo and Juliet - Act 1, Scene 5		Date:


						
	Essential Question:  What makes or breaks a relationship? How do relationships shape values, actions, and lives? Should loyalty to family take precedence over all other aspects of life?


	
	Questions/ Key Points	
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
	· At the shindig, Capulet welcomes his guests to the party and invites everyone to get their groove on. He also threatens that if any young girl refuses to dance, he'll tell everyone she "hath corns" on her feet. (We're not kidding.)
· Now, for the moment we've all been waiting for. Romeo sees Juliet dancing and…falls in love at first sight. Rosaline who?
· Meanwhile, Tybalt, a.k.a., that dude who did all the fighting before (a.k.a., Juliet's easily angered cousin), recognizes Romeo.
· Tybalt tells Lord Capulet that he's going to beat up Romeo for crashing their party.
· Lord Capulet orders him to relax and leave Romeo alone—Romeo seems to be a nice enough kid. Plus, Lord Capulet wisely reasons that parties tend to get ruined by open brawls. Once the cops get called, everyone's fun is ruined.
· Tybalt just swears he'll make Romeo pay for this supposed insult later. Cue the dramatic and ominous music.
· Romeo approaches Juliet and delivers one of the coolest pickup lines to ever come out of the 16th century: "If I profane with my unworthiest hand this holy shrine, the gentle sin is this: My lips, two blushing pilgrims, ready stand to smooth that rough touch with a tender kiss." Translation: Your hand is clearly holy, so if I've offended you by touching it with my rough, unworthy hand, let me make things better with a kiss.
· Instead of getting annoyed and walking away, Juliet is intrigued. She banters back, telling him not to be so hard on himself. By holding her hand he's just showing devotion, the same way that pilgrims touch the hands of saints'. She also points out that placing their hands together, palm to palm, is like kissing. Romeo suggests that their lips should do what their hands are doing and gives her a kiss. (Count it: he says a total of 67 words to her before the lip-lock.)
· Juliet's nurse interrupts them and sends Juliet away, and Romeo asks her the name of the girl he's been kissing. And … she's a Capulet. Oops.The party starts breaking up. Juliet, who is already completely in love, asks her nurse to find out the identity of the first guy she has ever kissed. The answer: "His name is Romeo, and a Montague, the only son of your great enemy."
· Juliet is not too happy to hear this, but she still manages to be poetic about it: "My only love sprung from my only hate?"



	Summary:
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


ROMEO AND JULIET – ACT I REVIEW

1. WHAT DOES THE FIRST SCENE OF THE PLAY REVEAL ABOUT ROMEO’S BEHAVIOR?  EXPLAIN HOW HE CHANGES BY THE END OF ACT I.
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. WHAT IS YOUR IMPRESSION OF JULIET’S FATHER?  DESCRIBE THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN CAPULET AND HIS DAUGHTER AS IT IS SHOWN DURING SCENE 2. 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. WHAT CONCEPTS OF LOVE ARE PRESENTED BY THE FEMALE CHARACTERS IN SCENE 3?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. CHARACTERIZE MERCUTIO AS HE APPEARS IN SCENE 4.  WHAT KIND OF FRIEND IS HE TO ROMEO?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5. WHAT DO YOU LEARN ABOUT TYBALT IN SCENE 5?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

6. ANALYZE THE BEHAVIOR OF TYBALT, MERCUTIO, AND BENVOLIO IN ACT I.  BASED ON YOUR ANALYSIS, PREDICT WHAT THEIR ROLES MIGHT BE IN THE REST OF THE PLAY.
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

7. COMPARE ROMEO’S REACTION TO JULIET’S WHEN EACH DISCOVERS THE TRUE IDENTITY OF THE OTHER.
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


ACT I REVIEW
LITERARY ELEMENTS

1. A FOIL IS A CHARACTER IN LITERATURE WHO HAS QUALITIES THAT ARE IN SHARP CONTRAST TO ANOTHER CHARACTER, THUS EMPHASIZING THE QUALITIES OF EACH.  HOW IS MERCUTIO A FOIL TO ROMEO?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. FORESHADOWING REFERS TO HINTS IN THE TEXT ABOUT WHAT WILL OCCUR LATER.  WHAT EXAMPLES OF FORESHADOWING DO YOU FIND IN THE PROLOGUE AND IN SCENE 4 OF ACT I?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. HYPERBOLE MEANS OBVIOUS EXAGGERATION.  LOOK AT ROMEO’S DECLARATION OF LOVE FOR ROSALINE IN ACT I, SCENE 1.  WHAT EXAMPLES CAN YOU FIND OF HYPERBOLE? WHY DO YOU THINK HE OVERSTATES HIS FEELINGS?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


4. GOOD DRAMA HAS CONFLICT:  STRUGGLE BETWEEN OPPOSING FORCES.  WHAT CONFLICTS ARE SET IN MOTION BY EVENTS IN SCENE 5?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________









ROMEO AND JULIET 
WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE 
[image: ]
ACT 2
“These violent delights have violent ends... Therefore love moderately. Long love doth so. Too swift arrives as tardy too slow.” – Friar Lawrence
ROMEO AND JULIET
ACT II

“O ROMEO, ROMEO!  WHEREFORE ART THOU ROMEO?”

TRUE OR FALSE

1. _______ BOYS SUFFER OVER UNREQUITED LOVE AS MUCH AS GIRLS DO.
REASONING:



2. _______ TRUE LOVE IS WORTH THE SACRIFICE OF FAMILY AND FRIENDS.
REASONING:


3. _______ LONG ENGAGEMENTS ARE BETTER THAN SHORT ONES.
REASONING:



BEFORE YOU READ:

· WATCH FOR SUBTLE CHANGES IN ROMEO’S BEHAVIOR.  HOW DOES HE DEVELOP DURING ACT II?

· EARLY IN ACT II, ROMEO RISKS DISCOVERY AND DEATH BY ENTERING THE CAPULET’S ORCHARD IN HOPES OF SEEING JULIET.  WHAT ARE SOME UP-TO-DATE EXAMPLES OF “THROWING CAUTION TO THE WIND” FOR LOVE?

· THE FAMOUS BALCONY SCENE TAKES PLACE DURING ACT II (SCENE 2).  IT IS TRADITIONALLY STAGED WITH JULIET ON A BALCONY OUTSIDE HER CHAMBER, BUT WAS WRITTEN WITH JULIET SPEAKING FROM AN UPPER CHAMBER WINDOW – THERE WAS NO BALCONY ON THE STAGE OF SHAKESPEARE’S THEATER.
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Topic/Objective:	English 					Name:
									Period:.
Activity / Lesson: Romeo and Juliet - Act 2, Scene 1		Date:


						
	Essential Question:  What makes or breaks a relationship? How does age shape our perspective of love? Is it necessary to maintain a balance between emotion and reason?


	
	Questions/ Key Points	
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
	Notes:
Prologue: 
· The Chorus enters the stage and delivers a speech full of stuff you already know if you've been paying attention: Romeo has forgotten all about Rosaline and is now in love with the daughter of his enemy. Rosaline, whom he once said he'd die for, didn't stand a chance when compared to Juliet. 
· What the Chorus adds, you probably could have guessed—namely that it's going to be hard for Romeo, a Montague, to get much quality time with Juliet, a Capulet. But...their passion makes them determined, and in time they'll find a way to meet up. Thanks, Chorus! Now we're ready to move on.
Act 2, Scene 1

· Romeo doesn't want to leave the Capulet's property, so he ditches his friends and hides out in the orchard behind the Capulet house.
· Benvolio and Mercutio try to find him. Unaware that Romeo now has the hots for Juliet, they shout lots of filthy things about Rosaline hoping that Romeo will come out to defend Rosaline's honor. No such luck.
· Eventually they give up and head home.



	Summary:
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Topic/Objective:	English 					Name:
									Period:.
Activity / Lesson: Romeo and Juliet - Act 1, Scene 2		Date:


						
	Essential Question:  What makes or breaks a relationship? How does age shape our perspective of love? Is it necessary to maintain a balance between emotion and reason?


	
	Questions/ Key Points	
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
	Notes:
· Romeo is wandering aimlessly around the Capulet backyard when guess-who appears on the balcony. "What light through yonder window breaks?" he asks.
· He then answers his own question. "It is the East, and Juliet is the sun!"
· Just when you think Romeo is cray-cray, Juliet is talking to herself, too. "O Romeo, Romeo, wherefore art thou Romeo?" she asks.
· You might wonder, "why is she asking where Romeo is?" Well, as it turns out, "Wherefore" doesn't mean "where." It means "why." Juliet is saying, "Why does the guy I love have to be a Montague?"
· Juliet goes on talking to herself about how amazing Romeo is.
· Romeo is smart enough to keep his mouth shut and listen. Finally, he can't resist anymore, and he calls out to her.
· Juliet is super embarrassed until she realizes that it's Romeo hiding in the bushes. This is bad news, because if her family finds Romeo, they'll kill him.
· Luckily, she gets over her shock fast enough to enjoy the most romantic love scene in the history of Western literature.
· There's lots of poetry, vows of love that sound a lot like religious worship, baffling language, and teenage melodrama.
· Then Juliet basically proposes to Romeo when she says "If that thy bent of love be honourable, / Thy purpose marriage, send me word tomorrow." Translation: "If you love me and want to marry me, let me know ASAP."
· Romeo is game. They end up setting up a way to send messages the next day so they can plan the wedding. 
· Eventually, Romeo and Juliet run out of things to talk about and start babbling just so they don't have to leave each other—kind of a "You hang up," "No, you hang up," deal.
· But, in Shakespearian terms, "You hang up" is actually "Parting is such sweet sorrow / That I shall say goodnight till it be morrow."
· If this went down 400 years later, these kids would be running off to Vegas together but, this being a Shakespeare play, Juliet finally drags herself away to bed and Romeo hightails it off to Friar Laurence, his favorite priest, to figure out the wedding plans.





	Summary:
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Topic/Objective:	English 					Name:
									Period:.
Activity / Lesson: Romeo and Juliet - Act 2, Scene 3		Date:

						
	Essential Question:  What makes or breaks a relationship? How does age shape our perspective of love? Is it necessary to maintain a balance between emotion and reason?


	
	Questions/ Key Points	

Friar Laurence suggests that, depending on how it's used, a flower can be healing (because it's aromatic) or poisonous (if it's orally ingested). The Friar also muses that people are a lot like the flower he holds in his hand—being full of both "grace" and "rude will," human beings also have the capacity to be good or deadly, depending on whether or not "rude will" takes over. 

[image: ]
	· That Romeo sure is fast because the next thing we know, Romeo tracks down Friar Laurence, who has been out foraging for medicinal plants and herbs for one of his concoctions.
· Friar Laurence delivers a speech about how herbs and plants have the potential to be healing and medicinal, but if they're misused, they can be deadly poison..
· Friar Laurence looks at Romeo and notices that loverboy hasn't "been in bed tonight" and assumes that he must have finally hooked up with Rosaline. He also notices that Romeo is suddenly cheerful after weeks of moping around.
· Nope, he's totally over Rosaline and into this chick Juliet. Will Friar Laurence perform the ceremony?  The Friar's response: "Holy Saint Francis!"
· Friar Laurence provides a much-needed reality check: Romeo has been switching girls like highway lanes.
· The Friar decides to help Romeo out but not because he's a romantic: he's got political motives—a marriage between Romeo and Juliet just might reconcile the two warring families.
· So, in the name of reducing the yearly street-brawl-murder rate in Verona, Friar Laurence skips the lecture on fidelity and commitment and goes right to agreeing with the marriage.




	Summary:
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Topic/Objective:	English 					Name:
									Period:.
Activity / Lesson: Romeo and Juliet - Act 2, Scene 4			Date:

						
	Essential Question:  What makes or breaks a relationship? How does age shape our perspective of love? Is it necessary to maintain a balance between emotion and reason?


	
	Questions/ Key Points	
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
	· Mercutio and Benvolio still haven't figured out where Romeo is.
· It turns out that Tybalt has sent Romeo a message that goes something like this: "I'm going to beat you up with my sword."
· But lovelorn Romeo is in no condition to face Tybalt in a duel, right?
· Of course Mercutio also uses the opportunity to take a dig at Tybalt, who takes himself and his sword fighting skills way too seriously.
· Romeo finally shows up, and he's dropped the depressed "Rosaline doesn't love me" act.
· The fellas engage in one of their favorite pastimes, talking trash and telling some of the dirtiest jokes in Western literature. You know, just a few bros chillin' together.
· As planned, the Nurse shows up to meet with Romeo. She looks ridiculous, apparently, and Mercutio can't resist flirting with her, mocking her, and talking dirty to her. He first says that the fan she's using should be used to cover her face since it's more attractive than she is. 
· In between all these antics, Romeo manages to take the Nurse aside and tell her that Juliet should find an excuse to come to Friar Laurence's church—where she will be married.
· [FYI: Romeo's keeping his wedding plans from everyone (except the Nurse and Juliet), including his best friends.]




	Summary:
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Topic/Objective:	English 					Name:
									Period:.
Activity / Lesson: Romeo and Juliet - Act 2, Scene 5		Date:

						
	Essential Question:  What makes or breaks a relationship? How does age shape our perspective of love? Is it necessary to maintain a balance between emotion and reason?


	
	Questions/ Key Points	
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
	Notes:
· In an orchard at the Capulet place, Juliet waits for the Nurse to come back with a message from Romeo.
· When the Nurse comes back, she plays a little game by refusing to tell Juliet anything and complaining about her aching back.
· Finally, the Nurse gives in and tells Juliet to run to Friar Laurence's cell (a "cell" is just a room) where Romeo is waiting so they can get hitched.
· Before the scene ends, the Nurse says she'll "fetch a ladder" for Romeo to climb up so the lovers can spend their wedding night together.



	Summary:
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Topic/Objective:	English 					Name:
									Period:.
Activity / Lesson: Romeo and Juliet - Act 2, Scene 6		Date:

						
	Essential Question:  What makes or breaks a relationship? How does age shape our perspective of love? Is it necessary to maintain a balance between emotion and reason?


	
	Questions/ Key Points	
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
	Notes:
· Back at Friar Laurence's place, the priest tries to convince Romeo to calm down a little. Marriage is for the long term, you see. "These violent delights have violent ends," he warns.
· Unfortunately, it goes in one ear and out the other.
· Juliet runs in. The room's hormonal level skyrockets. Romeo and Juliet can barely keep their hands off each other, even in the presence of a priest.
· Friar Laurence takes them off to marry them..




	Summary:
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________



ROMEO AND JULIET
ACT II REVIEW
[image: ]

1. WHAT IMAGES OF LIGHT AND FIRE DOES JULIET INSPIRE IN ROMEO?  PROVIDE TWO EXAMPLES FROM ACT II TO SUPPORT YOUR RESPONSE.


SHE IS BEING COMPARED TO THE SUN AND THE STARS!
[bookmark: _gjdgxs]

2. AFTER EXCHANGING VOWS OF LOVE IN SCENE 2, JULIET SAYS, “I HAVE NO JOY OF THIS CONTRACT TO-NIGHT.”  WHAT DO YOU THINK SHE MEANS BY THIS?  HOW DOES SHE FEEL?  FIND ONE EXAMPLE FROM ACT II  TO SUPPORT YOUR RESPONSE.

	JULIET THINKS THEY ARE MOVING TOO FAST -- THEY ARE TOO RASH.  



3. WHAT PHILOSOPHICAL OBSERVATIONS DOES FRIAR LAURENCE MAKE IN ACT II, SCENE 3?  PROVIDE TWO EXAMPLES TO SUPPORT YOUR RESPONSE.

	FRIAR LAURENCE BELIEVES THAT ALL THINGS HAVE GOOD AND BAD QUALITIES.  HE BELIEVES THAT PLANTS CAN HEAL, BUT PLANTS CAN BE POISON.   THE BELIEVES THAT HUMANS CAN BE GOOD AND STILL CAUSE HARM OR THEY CAN BAD AND HAVE A GOOD HEART. 



4. DESCRIBE IN ONE WORD THE INTERVIEW BETWEEN THE NURSE AND ROMEO IN ACT II, SCENE 4.  FIND TWO EXAMPLES FROM THIS SCENE TO SUPPORT YOUR RESPONSE.

(REREAD)






5. DO YOU APPROVE OF THE NURSE AND FRIAR’S ACTION IN HELPING WITH THE SECRET WEDDING?  EXPLAIN WHY OR WHY NOT.  PROVIDE TWO EXAMPLES TO SUPPORT YOUR RESPONSE.


(OPINION)



6. A METAPHOR IS A DIRECT COMPARISON OF UNLIKE THINGS WITHOUT THE USE OF LIKE OR AS.  FIND AN EXAMPLE OF A METAPHOR IN SCENE 2.  WHAT EMOTIONS AND ATTITUDES DOES THIS METAPHOR HELP THE YOUNG LOVERS EXPRESS?
"IT IS THE EAST, AND JULIET IS THE SUN" (2.2.3).METAPHOR - IT COMPARES JULIET TO THE SUN
"O, SPEAK AGAIN, BRIGHT ANGEL!” METAPHOR - ROMEO COMPARES JULIET TO A "BRIGHT ANGEL" 
"THOU KNOW'ST THE MASK OF NIGHT IS ON MY FACE..." (2.2.89). METAPHOR - COMPARES THE DARKNESS OF NIGHT TO A MASK
"THIS BUD OF LOVE” METAPHOR - COMPARES THEIR LOVE TO A FLOWER BUD
"...I WOULD HAVE THEE GONE; -- AND YET NO FARTHER THAN A WANTON'S BIRD, THAT LETS IT HOP A LITTLE FROM HER HAND..." (2.2.189-191). METAPHOR - JULIET EXPRESSES HOW CLOSELY SHE WISHES ROMEO COULD STAY TO HER BY COMPARING HIM TO A BIRD KEPT ON A CHAIN THAT CAN ONLY "HOP A LITTLE FROM HER HAND"

7. SHAKESPEARE ALLOWS HIS CHARACTERS TO REVEAL THEIR INNERMOST THOUGHTS AND FEELINGS TO THE AUDIENCE THROUGH SPEECHES CALLED SOLILOQUIES.  FIND SOLILOQUIES BY ROMEO AND FRIAR LAURENCE IN ACT II.  WHAT PURPOSE DOES EACH SERVE? PROVIDE AN EXAMPLE FROM EACH SOLILOQUY TO SUPPORT YOUR RESPONSE.

ROMEO - HE REVEALS HIS FEELINGS ABOUT JULIET OUTSIDE OF HER WINDOW
FRIAR LAURENCE - PLANTS -- BEING GOOD AND BAD (PLANTS ARE LIKE PEOPLE IN THIS).




8. IMAGERY REFERS TO LANGUAGE THAT APPEALS TO THE FIVE SENSES (SIGHT, HEARING, TASTE, TOUCH, AND SMELL) AND ADDS EMOTION AND POWER TO THE WRITING.  TO SEE HOW IMAGERY IS USED IN THE PLAY, FIND EXAMPLES OF IMAGES OF LIGHT, DARK, AND FIRE IN SCENE 2.  WHAT IS EACH IMAGE’S DRAMATIC PURPOSE?

RISING SUN, BRIGHT ANGEL, NIGHT’S CLOAK, HER EYES ARE THE STARS.   



STUDENT QUESTIONS: 
PERIOD 1: 
WHY IS TYBALT A LUNATIC? THIS IS HOW SHAKESPEARE CHARACTERIZES HIM.  HE IS HOT-HEADED, QUICK TO FIGHT, AND THRIVES ON THE FUED OF HIS FAMILY, THE CAPULETS, AND HIS RIVAL FAMILY, THE MONTAGUES. 
WHY DOES ROMEO LOVE JULIET?  THEY HAVE KNOWN EACH OTHER FOR A DAY. THIS IS A QUESTION TO WHICH WE DO NOT KNOW THE ANSWER, SOMETIMES WE MUST SUSPEND REALITY WHEN READING A BOOK.  THEY JUST DO. 
WHY IS JULIET GETTING MARRIED AT 13? THE LEGAL AGE TO GET MARRIED AT THE TIME WAS 12 YEARS OLD -- AGAIN, WE MUST JUST ACCEPT THAT THIS WAS OK AT THE TIME, EVEN THOUGH IT IS NOT OK NOW. 
WHY DOES ROMEO DITCH ROSALINE/ GET OVER HER SO EASILY? ROMEO WAS NEVER DATING ROSALINE -- SHE WANTS TO STAY CHASTE HER WHOLE LIFE.  THAT IS PROBABLY. WHY SHE WAS EASY TO FORGET WHEN HE SAW JULIET. 
DOES MERCUTIO REALLY DIE? HOW? YES - BUT NOT UNTIL ACT 3 -- WE WILL READ ON MONDAY. 
IS THE SETTING DIFFERENT BETWEEN THE MOVIE AND THE BOOK? YES!  THE BOOK IS SET IN THE 1500S, THE MOVIE IS SET IN THE 1990S. 
WHY DO THE MONTAGUES AND THE CAPULETS HATE EACH OTHER? WE DON’T KNOW HOW IT STARTED, WE JUST KNOW IT HAS BEEN GOING ON FOR A LONG TIME. 
WHY WOULD MERCUTIO TAKE THE MONTAGUES TO A CAPULET PARTY? THEY ARE JUST BEING CRAZY TEENAGE BOYS CRASHING A PARTY -- WHY WOULDN’T HE WANT HIS FRIENDS THERE?
HOW OLD IS ROMEO? WE DON’T KNOW FOR SURE, BUT IT IS ALLEGED THAT HE IS 18-19. 
WHY DOES TYBALT WANT TO FIGHT MERCUTIO IF HE CAME FOR ROMEO? THIS IS IN ACT 3, BUT TYBALT WILL FIGHT ANYONE -- HE IS EXTREMELY HOT HEADED.  MERCUTIO IS ALSO FIERCELY LOYAL TO ROMEO. 
WHY DOES JULIET HAVE FEELINGS FOR ROMEO EVEN AFTER FINDING OUT HE IS A MONTAGUE? THE HEART WANTS WHAT THE HEART WANTS. 
WHO IS TYBALT TO JULIET? TYBALT IS JULIET’S FIRST COUSIN. HE IS A CAPULET AND ALSO HOLDS THE TITLE OF “PRINCE OF CATS”
WHY DIDN’T CAPULET CARE THERE WAS A MONTAGUE AT HIS PARTY? CAPULET, IN HIS OLD AGE, HAS NO INTEREST IN CONTINUING THE FEUD -- HE EVEN SAYS IT SHOULD BE EASY FOR MEN AS OLD AS HE AND MONTAGUE TO KEEP THE PEACE. 

PERIOD 2: 
WHAT HAPPENS IN ACT 1? THERE IS A STREET FIGHT IN VERONA, THE PRINCE DECREES THAT THE NEXT PERSON TO FIGHT IN THE STREET WILL DIE.  WE MEET ROMEO  -- HE IS DEPRESSED THAT THE WOMAN HE IS IN LOVE WITH, ROSALINE, WISHES TO STAY A VIRGIN FOREVER.  CAPULET TELLS PARIS THAT HE CAN MARRY JULIET IF SHE IS INTERESTED IN HIM.  THE NURSE IS INTRODUCED AS JULIET’S “SECOND MOTHER” LADY CAPULET WANTS JULIET TO MARRY PARIS BECAUSE HE IS A GOOD MATE.  THE MONTAGUE MEN WANT TO CRASH THE CAPULET PARTY.  MERCUTIO GIVES THE QUEEN MAB SPEECH ABOUT THE FACT THAT DREAMS ARE STUPID.  ROMEO HAS A BAD FEELING ABOUT THE EVENTS OF THAT NIGHT.  ROMEO AND THE MONTAGUES CRASH THE CAPULET PARTY.  TYBALT IS UPSET THAT ROMEO IS THERE AND WANTS TO FIGHT HIM.  ROMEO AND JULIET MEET BUT ARE SAD TO FIND OUT THAT THEY ARE THE CHILDREN OF ENEMIES.  
WHAT HAPPENS IN ACT 2? ROMEO RUNS AWAY FROM HIS FRIENDS SO HE CAN SEE JULIET -- HE SNEAKS INTO HER COURTYARD AND STANDS OUTSIDE OF HER WINDOW.  THEY TALK LOVINGLY TO EACH OTHER AND THEN PLAN TO GET MARRIED.  WE MEET FRIAR LAWRENCE -- ROMEO’S PRIEST.  ROMEO TELLS HIM HE WANTS TO MARRY JULIET (FRIAR LAWRENCE IS CONFUSED ABOUT WHAT HAPPENED TO ROSALINE), BUT FRIAR LAWRENCE SAYS YES SO THAT HE CAN HOPEFULLY MEND THE FUED.  WE FIND OUT TYBALT HAS SENT A WRITTEN THREAT TO ROMEO AND THEN ROMEO MAKES PLANS WITH THE NURSE TO SET UP THE WEDDING.  THE NURSE MESSES WITH JULIET WHEN SHE BRINGS BACK THE NEWS AND THEN TELLS HER TO GO TO FRIAR LAWRENCE’S CELL TO BE MARRIED.  ROMEO EAGERLY AWAITS JULIET’S ARRIVAL.  THE FRIAR TELLS HIM “VIOLENT DELIGHTS HAVE VIOLENT ENDS”.  ROMEO AND JULIET ARE MARRIED OFF STAGE BETWEEN ACT TWO AND ACT THREE. 

WHAT IS MERCUTIO’S RELATIONSHIP TO ROMEO?  MERCUTIO IS ROMEO’S FIERCELY LOYAL FRIEND.  HE IS RELATED TO THE PRINCE (THEREFORE, NOT A CAPULET OR A MONTAGUE). 

WHY ARE THEY GETTING MARRIED AFTER A DAY?  BECAUSE THEY ARE CRAZY -- SOMETIMES WE HAVE TO SUSPEND OUR REALITY TO UNDERSTAND THE TEXT. 

WHAT WOULD HAPPEN IF THE PARENTS FOUND OUT ABOUT THE MARRIAGE?  WE DON’T KNOW, BUT WE CAN INFER IT WOULD NOT BE GOOD IF THEY FEEL THE NEED TO SNEAK AROUND. 

WHAT IS TYBALT’S RELATIONSHIP TO JULIET?  TYBALT IS JULIET’S FIRST COUSIN. HE IS A CAPULET AND ALSO HOLDS THE TITLE OF “PRINCE OF CATS”

WHY IS ROMEO NOT AS INVOLVED IN THE FIGHTING WITH THE CAPULETS?  WELL NOW, HE IS IN LOVE WITH JULIET.  HE IS MORE OF A HOPELESS ROMANTIC THAN A FIGHTER. 

WHY DO WE HAVE TO READ ROMEO AND JULIET? 1. IT IS PART OF THE CURRICULUM.  2. IT WILL MAKE YOU A MORE ANALYTICAL THINKER.  3. IT ADDRESSES THEMES THAT ARE STILL APPARENT TODAY.  

PERIOD 6: 
WHAT HAPPENS IN ACT 1? THERE IS A STREET FIGHT IN VERONA, THE PRINCE DECREES THAT THE NEXT PERSON TO FIGHT IN THE STREET WILL DIE.  WE MEET ROMEO  -- HE IS DEPRESSED THAT THE WOMAN HE IS IN LOVE WITH, ROSALINE, WISHES TO STAY A VIRGIN FOREVER.  CAPULET TELLS PARIS THAT HE CAN MARRY JULIET IF SHE IS INTERESTED IN HIM.  THE NURSE IS INTRODUCED AS JULIET’S “SECOND MOTHER” LADY CAPULET WANTS JULIET TO MARRY PARIS BECAUSE HE IS A GOOD MATE.  THE MONTAGUE MEN WANT TO CRASH THE CAPULET PARTY.  MERCUTIO GIVES THE QUEEN MAB SPEECH ABOUT THE FACT THAT DREAMS ARE STUPID.  ROMEO HAS A BAD FEELING ABOUT THE EVENTS OF THAT NIGHT.  ROMEO AND THE MONTAGUES CRASH THE CAPULET PARTY.  TYBALT IS UPSET THAT ROMEO IS THERE AND WANTS TO FIGHT HIM.  ROMEO AND JULIET MEET BUT ARE SAD TO FIND OUT THAT THEY ARE THE CHILDREN OF ENEMIES.  

WHAT HAPPENS IN ACT 2? ROMEO RUNS AWAY FROM HIS FRIENDS SO HE CAN SEE JULIET -- HE SNEAKS INTO HER COURTYARD AND STANDS OUTSIDE OF HER WINDOW.  THEY TALK LOVINGLY TO EACH OTHER AND THEN PLAN TO GET MARRIED.  WE MEET FRIAR LAWRENCE -- ROMEO’S PRIEST.  ROMEO TELLS HIM HE WANTS TO MARRY JULIET (FRIAR LAWRENCE IS CONFUSED ABOUT WHAT HAPPENED TO ROSALINE), BUT FRIAR LAWRENCE SAYS YES SO THAT HE CAN HOPEFULLY MEND THE FUED.  WE FIND OUT TYBALT HAS SENT A WRITTEN THREAT TO ROMEO AND THEN ROMEO MAKES PLANS WITH THE NURSE TO SET UP THE WEDDING.  THE NURSE MESSES WITH JULIET WHEN SHE BRINGS BACK THE NEWS AND THEN TELLS HER TO GO TO FRIAR LAURENCE'S CELL TO BE MARRIED.  ROMEO EAGERLY AWAITS JULIET’S ARRIVAL.  THE FRIAR TELLS HIM “VIOLENT DELIGHTS HAVE VIOLENT ENDS”.  ROMEO AND JULIET ARE MARRIED OFF STAGE BETWEEN ACT TWO AND ACT THREE. 

WHAT ARE THE IMPORTANT NAMES/PEOPLE WE SHOULD KNOW?  ROMEO, JULIET, LADY CAPULET, CAPULET, MONTAGUE, LADY MONTAGUE, TYBALT, BENVOLIO, MERCUTIO, NURSE, PRINCE ESCALUS

WHY DO THE MONTAGUES AND THE CAPULETS HATE EACH OTHER? WE DON’T KNOW HOW IT STARTED, WE JUST KNOW IT HAS BEEN GOING ON FOR A LONG TIME. 

WHY DON’T THE PARENTS CARE HOW THEIR CHILDREN FEEL?  THE PARENTS DON’T KNOW HOW THEIR CHILDREN FEEL -- THE THE KIDS ARE AFRAID TO TELL THEIR PARENTS, SO THEY HAVE THEIR SECRET WEDDING WHERE ONLY THE NURSE AND FRIAR LAURENCE KNOW ABOUT IT. 
 
WHAT HAPPENED AT THE BEGINNING OF ACT 2?  ACT 2, SCENE 1 - ROMEO AVOIDS HIS FRIENDS AFTER THE CAPULET PARTY BECAUSE THEY DO NOT UNDERSTAND HIM.  ACT 2, SCENE 2 - ROMEO WAITS OUTSIDE OF THE CAPULET HOUSE TO SEE JULIET.  THIS IS WHEN THE BALCONY SCENE HAPPENS AND ROMEO AND JULIET DECIDE TO GET MARRIED. 
 
WHAT HAPPENS IN THE LAST SCENE?  IN ACT 2, SCENE 6, FRIAR LAURENCE IS TRYING TO CALM ROMEO BEFORE HIS WEDDING.  THIS IS WHERE THE FRIAR WARNS ROMEO TO LOVE EACH OTHER WITH MODERATION -- “THESE VIOLENT DELIGHTS HAVE VIOLENT ENDS”. JULIET ARRIVES AND THE TWO ARE MARRIED OFF STAGE IN BETWEEN THE SECOND AND THIRD ACT. 

WHY DOES ROMEO LIKE JULIET?  FROM THE TEXT, ALL WE KNOW IS THAT HE LIKES HER BECAUSE SHE IS BEAUTIFUL.  THEY BARELY SPEAK TO EACH OTHER BEFORE DECIDING TO GET MARRIED.
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Enter CHORUS

CHORUS
Two households, both alike in dignity

(In fair Verona, where we lay our scene),

From ancient grudge break to new mutiny,
Where civil blood makes civil hands unclean.
From forth the fatal loins of these two foes
Apair of star-crossed lovers take their life,
Whose misadventured piteous overthrows

Doth with their death bury their parents' strife.
The fearful passage of their death-marked love
And the continuance of their parents' rage,
Which, but their children's end, naught could
remove,

Is now the two hours' taffic of our stage—

The which, ifyou with patient ears attend,

What here shall miss, our toil shall strive to mend.

Exit

The CHORUS enters.

CHORUS
Inthe beautiful city of Verona, where our story takes
place, along-standing hatred between two families
erupts into new violence, and citizens stain their hands.
with the blood of their fellow citizens. Two unlucky
children of these enemy families become lovers and
commit suicide. Their unfortunate deaths put an end to
their parents' feud. For the next two hours, we will watch
the story of their doomed love and their parents' anger,
which nothing but the children's deaths could stop. If
you listen to us patiently, we'll make up for everything
we've left out i this prologue onstage.

The CHORUS exits.




image27.gif




image26.jpg
i
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To construct a Shakespearean insult, combine one word from each of the

three columns below and preface it with /ot

amns™ [ Golimna [ Golumnz
artless base-court apple-john
bawdy bat-fowling baggage
beslubbering beef-witted barnade
bootless beetle-headed bladder
churlish boil-brained boar-pig
cockered dapper-dawed bugbear
douted day-brained bum-bailey
craven common-kissing | canker-blossom
currish crook-pated dack-dish
dankish dismal-dreaming dotpole
paunchy ill-breeding lout
pribbling ill-nurtured maggot-pie
puking knotty-pated malt-worm
puny milk-livered mammet
qualling motley-minded measle
rank onion-eyed minnow
reeky plume-plucked miscreant
spongy rude-growing pignut
surly rump-fed puttock
tottering shard-borne pumpion
unmuzzled sheep-biting ratsbane
vain spur-galled scut
venomed swag-bellied skainsmate
villainous tardy-gaited strumpet
warped tickle-brained varlet
wayward toad-spotted vassal
weedy unchin-snouted whey-face
yeasty weather-bitten wagtail
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Duel
The Montagues and

Capulets have a duel. At the

end, Verona's Prince says,
“the next to fight will die.”
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Plants and Poison

Like peopl, they can

‘be both good andbad.
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