Name _____________________________



Period ______

English 9

Essay #1

PROMPT:

You have been selected to invite a special guest to speak at your school.  You can choose a person who is real or fictional from the past or present.  
Subtopics to Address:

· What life experiences has this person had?  
· What would they talk about?  
· What do you hope the school would learn from the person you selected?
Write a 4-5 paragraph essay describing the person you chose to speak at your school.  Be sure to include details and examples to support why this person should speak at your school.
As you write, remember your essay will be scored based on how well you:
  develop a multi-paragraph response to the assigned topic that clearly communicates your controlling idea to the audience.
  support your controlling idea with meaningful examples, reasons, and information based upon your research or readings.
  organize your essay in a clear and logical manner, including an introduction, body, and conclusion.
  use well-structured sentences and language that are appropriate for your audience.
  edit your work to conform to the conventions of standard American English.
Name _________________________________



Period _____

RUBRIC:

	FOCUS
	The single controlling point made with an awareness of task (mode) about a specific topic

	CONTENT
	The presence of ideas developed through facts, examples, anecdotes, details, opinions, statistics, reasons, and/or explanations

	ORGANIZATION
	The order developed and sustained within and across paragraphs using transitional devices and including introduction and conclusion

	STYLE
	The choice, use and arrangement of words and sentence structure that create tone and voice

	CONVENTIONS
	Grammar, mechanics, spelling, usage and sentence formation

	 
	FOCUS
	CONTENT
	ORGANIZATION
	STYLE
	CONVENTIONS

	6
	Sharp, distinct controlling point made about a single topic with evident awareness of task (mode)
	Substantial, specific, and/or illustrative content demonstrating strong develop-ment and sophisticated ideas
	Sophisticated arrangement of content with evident and/or subtle transitions
	Precise, illustrative use of a variety of words and sen-tence structures to create consis-tent writer’s voice and tone appropriate to audience
	Evident control of grammar, mechanics, spelling, usage and sentence formation

	4-5
	Apparent point made about a single topic with sufficient awareness of task (mode)
	Sufficiently developed content with adequate elaboration or explanation
	Functional arrangement of content that sus-tains a logical order with some evidence of transitions
	Generic use of a variety of words and sentence structures that may or may not create writer’s voice and tone appropriate to audience
	Sufficient control of grammar, mechanics, spelling, usage and sentence formation

	2-3
	No apparent point but evidence of a specific topic
	Limited content with inadequate elaboration or explanation
	Confused or inconsistent arrangement of content with or without attempts at transitions
	Limited word choice and con-trolof sentence structures that inhibit voice and tone
	Limited control of grammar, mechanics, spelling usage and sentence formation

	1
	Minimal evidence of a topic
	Superficial and/or minimal content
	Minimal control of content arrangement
	Minimal variety in word choice and minimal control of sentence structures
	Minimal control of grammar, mechanics, spelling usage and sentence formation

	
	
	
	
	
	
	


