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Reading Journals – 60 points 
The Stranger  by Albert Camus 

 

1.1.12.A: Apply appropriate strategies to construct meaning through interpretation and to analyze and evaluate author’s use of techniques and 
elements of fiction and non-fiction for rhetorical and aesthetic purposes. 

1.2.12.C: Examine the author’s explicit and implicit bias and assumptions, beliefs about a subject, use of fact and/or opinion, and/or the author’s 
argument or defense of a claim as related to essential and non-essential information. 

1.2.12.D: Evaluate textual evidence to make subtle inferences and draw complex conclusions based on and related to an author’s implicit and explicit 
assumptions and beliefs about a subject. 

1.3.12.A: Interpret significant works from various forms of literature to make deeper and subtler interpretations of the meaning of text. 

 Analyze the way in which a work of literature is related to the themes and issues of its historical period. 

 

I.  Reading Journal Assignment: 
You will be required to keep a reading journal as you read through the novel.  This is not a simple 
summary of the story but commentary and reflection about theme.  Follow these general steps 
for your entries: 

o Needs to be a personal reflection type of entry 
o Each entry must be 5-7 sentences in length 
o Be sure to use PLENTY of quotes and examples to support your responses. 
o NO PLOT SUMMARY WILL BE ACCEPTED! 

 
Entry 1: Prior to reading, respond to the following essential questions from Existentialism:  

 What is the difference between being and being human?  

 In what senses are you both being and a being?  

 “It’s clear that, for you, what or who I am is more important than that I am”?  What 
does this mean?  

 
Entry 2:   Choose one quotation you believe to be important from chapters 1-3 of Part I.  Analyze 
the quotation in one of the following ways: 

- Clarify its significance within the novel. 
- Connect the quotation to another literary work. 
- Evaluate and form an opinion based on the quotation. 
- Develop questions that stem from the quotation, along with responses. 

 
Entry 3: Connect the philosophy of Existentialism to any quotation from Chapters 4 -6. 
 
Entry 4:  In Chapters 1-3 of Part II, what is Meursault actually being tried for?  (HINT:  there are 
three possibilities:  murder of the Arab, reaction to Maman’s death, lack of a social conscience.)   
Explain how one of these charges relate to Meursault’s character development. 
 



Entry 5:  Choose a quotation you believe to be important from the end of the novel (Chapters 4-5 
of Part II).  Analyze the quotation in one of the following ways: 

- Clarify its significance within the novel. 
- Connect the quotation to another literary work. 
- Evaluate and form an opinion based on the quotation. 
- Develop questions that stem from the quotation, along with responses. 

 
Entry 6:  Choose one statement from the Anticipation Guide survey that we completed and 
discussed in the beginning of the novel.  Agree or disagree with that statement, using the novel as 
a guide for your argument.   
 
 
II.  Reading and Journal Schedule: 

1.  Entry 1      April 14, 2015 
2.  Part I Chaps. 1-3 and Entry 2  April 16, 2015 
3.  Part I Chaps. 4-6 and Entry 3  April 20, 2015 
4.  Part II Chaps. 1-3 and Entry 4  April 23, 2015 
5.  Part II Chaps. 4 and 5 and Entry 5  April 28, 2015 
6.  Entry 6      April 29, 2015 

 
III.  Grading: 
 9-10 points:  superior quality and reflection in all areas; includes evidence from the text  

where needed 
 7-8 points:  high quality and reflection in all area; includes evidence from the text where  

needed 
 5-6 points:  acceptable quality; analysis without direct examples 
 3-4 points:  limited quality 
 1-2 points:  poor quality 


