Literary Analysis Research Paper Outline
Due Tuesday, March 26th – 50 points

Directions:  Fill in all applicable blocks with brainstormed ideas and rough drafts of thesis statement, topic sentences, etc.

1. The Introduction:  Think of the upside – down triangle method.  Begin with an attention grabber and end your paragraph with your specific thesis statement.  Think of your introduction paragraph as a country drive – taking your reader for a pleasant ride prior to reaching your specific destination.

	Your “Hook” / Attention Grabber:




	Topic Sentence / Lead- In:  Indicates topic and becomes more narrow.  Leads to the body and sets the stage for the thesis statement.  Often, if writing about literature, mention author and work.

Your Topic Sentence / Lead-In:




	Thesis Statement:  Very specific and strong.  Try using a forecasting thesis that organizes your entire essay (use the point chart below to help you organize your ideas.)  Example:  By comparing Franz Kafka’s family life, work life and personal life to Gregor Samsa’s, it …

Your Thesis Statement:




*Does your thesis pass the “So, what are you trying to prove?” test?

	Point One:

	Point Two:


	Point Three:
	Point Four (if needed):




*Are your points different?  Are they interesting? Do they prove your thesis?  Your points will drive the organization of your body paragraphs.
2. The Body:
Point One:

	Topic Sentence: What is a good sentence to introduce the topic of your body paragraph to your reader? The topic sentence should drive your entire paragraph.

Your Topic Sentence:





Sub point A:
	Support / Evidence from Main Text:
Macbeth asks, “Is this a dagger which I see before me, / the handle toward my hand? Come, let me clutch thee” (Shakespeare II.ii.33-36).                  Direct quotation

OR

As Macbeth contemplates the murder he is about to commit, his subconscious produces an image of a dagger that leads him to ponder the consequences of his actions (Shakespeare II.ii.33-64).                    Paraphrased quotation



    *Remember:  Introduce quote, “Direct quotation goes here” (Shakespeare IV.iii.11-12).



            Paraphrased quotations or information go here (Shakespeare IV.iii.11-12).
	Evidence from Outside Source to Support Above Textual Evidence:

Many literary experts have analyzed Macbeth’s guilt. One professional states, “Macbeth’s dagger hallucination is a symbolic representation of guilt.  He is already experiencing feelings of regret even before he commits the deed; these feelings are being manifested in his delusional episodes” (Blart 65). [image: image1.png]


 direct quotation from outside source

OR

Blart believes that Macbeth’s feelings of remorse cause him to fantasize about a dagger 

(65). [image: image2.png]


 paraphrase of quotation, author’s last name in beginning of sentence

OR

Macbeth’s feelings of remorse cause him to fantasize about a dagger (“Illusions”). [image: image3.png]


When no author is given, use the first word(s) of the title of the article in quotation marks.

	Your Subpoint A (support /evidence from the main text):




	Evidence from outside source to support above textual evidence:




	Your Subpoint B (support /evidence from the main text):




	Evidence from outside source to support above textual evidence:



	

	Your Subpoint C (support /evidence from the main text):




	Evidence from outside source to support above textual evidence:




       Point Two:

	Your Topic Sentence:




	Your Subpoint A (support /evidence from the main text):




	Evidence from outside source to support above textual evidence:



	

	Your Subpoint B (support /evidence from the main text):




	Evidence from outside source to support above textual evidence:




	Your Subpoint C (support /evidence from the main text):




	Evidence from outside source to support above textual evidence:




Point Three:

	Your Topic Sentence:



	

	Your Subpoint A (support /evidence from the main text):




	Evidence from outside source to support above textual evidence:




	Your Subpoint B (support /evidence from the main text):




	Evidence from outside source to support above textual evidence:




	Your Subpoint C (support /evidence from the main text):




	Evidence from outside source to support above textual evidence:




          5. Conclusion:  A Clear and concise way to wrap up your essay. 
Restate your thesis in a new way: 
Relate back to your hook:  
So What?  Why is this important?
