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Realistic Contemporary Fiction Genre study: Unit 2 Constructed Response

Prompt:

What is a central theme in Romiette and Julio by Sharon Draper?  How does the author use characters to develop this theme? Use at least two examples from the text. 
 Model:

The central theme of the short story “The Adventure of the Speckled Band” by Sir Arthur Conan Doyle is that people overlook the details in life that prove to be of great value. Doyle uses the protagonist Sherlock Holmes, who uses his attention to detail and deductive skills in order to solve a crime, to develop this theme.  
While attempting to solve a mystery for Helen Stoner, whose twin sister died in bed one night after hearing a whistle, Holmes knew the importance of paying attention to detail and decided to stay the night at Stoner’s house.  Holmes explains, “There are a thousand details which I should desire to know before I decide upon our course of action” (Doyle 15).  During his stay in the home and the specific room where Stoner’s sister died, Holmes paid careful consideration to detail and found a ventilator with a bell-rope tied to the bed.  Holmes found it necessary to understand all of the details of the crime scene before he would decide on a course of action.
After solving the mystery of the death, Holmes says, “My attention was speedily drawn, as I have already remarked to you, to this ventilator, and to the bell-rope which hung down to the bed.  The discovery that this was a dummy, and that the bed was clamped to the floor, instantly gave rise to the suspicion that the rope was there as a bridge for something passing through the hole and coming to the bed.  The idea of a snake instantly occurred to me” (Doyle 38).  Holmes’ attention to detail allowed him to understand that the sister’s stepfather had murdered her by sending a snake through the ventilator down the rope in her room, subsequently biting and killing her.  

Doyle’s characterization of the protagonist Sherlock Holmes as a detail-oriented detective helps the reader understand his message that paying attention has great rewards.
Constructed Response # 2
3 points – Claim (Topic Sentence):  Introduce a precise, knowledgeable claim that is debatable, defensible, narrow, and specific.  Establish the significance of the claim. 

3 points – Topic Sentence:  “For example,” provide a brief summary of events leading up to the example, etc.

3 points – Evidence– FROM Romiette and Julio  Supply sufficient relevant evidence from credible sources to fairly and thoroughly develop the claim.  YOU MUST USE PROPER CITATIONS –  Romiette says, “Direct quote from the short story goes here” (Draper 11). 

3 points – Reasoning: Use valid reasoning to explain how the evidence leads to the claim.
3 points – Topic Sentence:  “For example,” provide a brief summary of events leading up to the example, etc.

3 points – Evidence– FROM Romiette and Julio  Supply sufficient relevant evidence from credible sources to fairly and thoroughly develop the claim.  YOU MUST USE PROPER CITATIONS –  Romiette says, “Direct quote from the short story goes here” (Draper 11). 

3 points – Reasoning:  Use valid reasoning to explain how the evidence leads to the claim.



3 points – Conclusion: Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the argument presented. (*This is why ___ is the most defining element DOES NOT COUNT). 

3 points – Use correct grammar, spelling, and punctuation.  Introduce quotes, provide transitions where necessary, and use appropriate pronouns (no “I,” “me,” “my,” “you)

