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Date: ________
Beowulf Vocabulary List and Activities
1.1.12.B: Use context clues, knowledge of root words and word origins as well as reference sources to decode and understand new words.

1.1.12.C: Analyze textual context to determine or clarify the meaning of unfamiliar or ambiguous words and to draw conclusions about nuances or connotations of words.

I. Vocabulary Practice: 

Decide whether the words in each pair are synonyms or antonyms

1. Affliction/blessing 


_____________________________
2. Gorge/ empty



_____________________________
3. Infamous/respected


_____________________________
4. Lair/hideout



_____________________________
5. Livid/bruised



_____________________________
6. Loathsome/delightful


_____________________________
7. Purge/remove



_____________________________
8. Talon/claw



_____________________________
II. Vocabulary in Writing

Using at least four vocabulary words, describe a monster who might appear in a n action-adventure or science fiction film.  You might begin like this: 

“The monster was always hungry and like to gorge his stomach…”

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Affliction

Gorge


Loathsome

Pilgrimage

Talon

Cowering

Infamous

Livid


Purge


Taut

Fetter


Lament

Murky


Relish


 Writhing

III. Vocabulary in Action – Context Clues 

Write the vocabulary word that best completed each sentence

1. With each razor sharp ______________ Grendel tore his victim’s flesh. 

2. Grendel loved evil and seemed to ______________ his nightly visits to Herot. 

3. After the battle, Grendel was left ______________ in agony on the floor. 

4. The Danes rejoiced when Beowulf was finally able to ______________ Herot of Grendel. 

5. Grendel and his mother lived in the ______________ depths of a dark lake. 

6. Many people went on the ______________ to see the lake where Grendel had died. 

7. Beowulf was not one of the warriors ______________ in fear of the monsters
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